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AREA 05 SCAAN  SUMMER 2018 

Statement of Purpose: To inform SCAA members and the AA 
fellowship at large, of selected items from GSO, the Area and 

items of general interest from the Districts. 

 

Enjoying the Benefits of Service 

Shortly after my arrival in Alcoholics Anonymous and having begun to taste 

the sweetness that the program had to offer me, I found myself trying to take 

all my friends that I thought had problems with drinking, that they may simi-

larly find a little rest. But they only laughed and tried to buy me a drink. 

One of my friends had turn mustard yellow as it was twice that the doctor had 

warned him that if he continued drinking he would die. I invited him endless 

times to my homegroup but he always had something important to do. I held 

a BBQ so that those who were more astute than I would attend and could con-

vince him. He avoided that gathering as well and in less than a year he had 

died leaving a beautiful spouse and a beautiful two year old red-haired son. I 

told my sponsor, I took it as a failure that "I could not save him." 

"Unfortunately, some of us will have to pay the higher price to help others 

learn, the program is not for everyone, but for those who want it" he replied. 

Today I keep busy helping and learning in Service. I realized that the best 

way to carry the message is supporting our many different committees of ser-

vice such as, Hospitals and Institutions, Public Information, Cooperation with 

the Professional Community, the GrapeVine, and Internet. All are the AA ar-

teries that carry this message of life to the corner where there is one who 

needs it. 

Last year I attended the Chili Cook out of H & I in a park in Long beach CA, 

an event where you buy a small cup of chili for $2.00. The idea is to try all 

the different chilis that the groups have put forth, and the donations are used 

to buy literature that will in turn find their way to prisons. There I was, enjoy-

ing a day full of games and joy celebrating our sobriety with our brothers and 

sisters, I still canôt find any sacrifice in it. 
                                                                     

In June of this year I went to the Picnic "We are not a Glum Lot" of Westside 

Combined in a park in Culver City CA, had lots of fun. Music, games, grilled 

food, speakers and an excellent variety of information tables reaching out to 

the community: the CEC Committee, GrapeVine, Outreach, CYC, PI and the 
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CIH with its Committee of IP and La Vi¶a. Having clean healthy fun with our brothers and sister, 

achieving our purpose of sharing that it is giving. 

I have grown a little since I complained that the other AAôs would not attend or did not want to listen to 

talks about service. I complained when a Chairperson did not pass a collection hat for our Committee 

after we had worked so hard on it; or when we were sent away due to an anniversary or business meet-

ing; or the Group did not want to know anything about service work and did not let anyone hear. All 

those beautiful memories of service that make me who I am today. I now realize that the beneficiary has 

always been me. The satisfaction that I get by helping another is mine, and it is what motivates me to 

keep going. 

This September, the Public Information Com-

mittee brings me the opportunity to give life to 

our Fifth Tradition. I want to thank AA for the 

opportunity to amend my mistakes, to cele-

brate my sobriety, and to see this life with dif-

ferent eyes. I am grateful to be of service. This 

invitation to serve at the Los Angeles County 

Fair, not only will I get to be of service, there 

will be enjoyment of a full day of activities for 

the entire family. More importantly, I get to 

experience our precious unity by putting our 

common welfare first, by donating my time at 

the AA booth just for 4 hours; these are our 12 

steps in Action. 

See You There! 

Bill L. 

District 33 DCM  

 


