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AREA 05 SCAAN  WINTER 2018 

Statement of Purpose: To inform SCAA members and the AA fellowship at 
large, of selected items from GSO, the Area and items of general interest 
from the Districts. 

"3&" kf 8GDQDUDQ 8D½QD /DDCDC 
Area 05 Corrections Committee commenced eight years ago with 
the idea of reaching still suffering alcoholics behind the walls.  
Although the idea seemed clear, it was not so clear how the com-
mittee would precede the plan of action.  Nevertheless, drawing 
on shared experiences of fellow members, volunteers, and com-
mittees ultimately would be the game changing force in reaching 
the plan.  The simple plan of dedicated service allows the Area 05 
Corrections Committee to realize the goal, ñWherever weôre 
needed.ò  Area 05 Corrections primarily engages in three services 
that effectively reach the still suffering alcoholic behind the walls. 

One service, corrections correspondence, ñlinks A.A. members in 
correctional facilities with members on the outside.ò  Following 
in line with ñWherever weôre needed,ò Area 05 assists primarily 
to communicate the existence of the corrections correspondence 
service.  In addition, Area 05 deliveries/receives corrections cor-
respondence request forms.  This service is provided to the thou-
sands of inmates in state penitentiaries all over the United 
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States.  Furthermore, Diana L. from the General Service office, exclusively spear heads the ins and outs of 
the corrections correspondence program through countless amounts of hours and dedication.     

Metro 1-on-1 is another service designed for ñarrestees that have expressed a desire to speak with an A.A. 
member.ò  The A.A. member sits in front of a video monitor and shares their experience strength and hope 
with an arrestee.  A.A. members can easily volunteer to be part of the panel at the Metropolitan Detention 
Center through Area 05 Corrections.  ñWherever weôre needed,ò this is twelve-step work at its best on the 
front lines.   

Lastly, the prerelease contact service essentially spear headed by Area 05 corrections committee, bridges 
former inmates with A.A. members.  However, in combination with correction correspondence and Metro 1
-on-1 although different, ultimately connects Area 05 Correction to ñWherever weôre needed.ò  Requests 
forms from inmates flow in and out of L.A. County jails connecting A.A. members to a former inmate that 
will introduce he/she to the A.A. community.  This process includes, but is not limited to, getting phone 
numbers for initial contact, perhaps finding a sponsor or even a home group.  This type of twelve-step work 
is purposeful and gratifying, it should not be missed. 

Area 05 Corrections has truly been a challenging experience, yet educational and rewarding at the same 
time.  The Corrections Committee rightly represents the primary message, ñWherever weôre needed.ò  Nev-
ertheless, no service work in Area 05 Corrections can be credited without the tireless daily efforts of many 
A.A. members.  From the committee members, the volunteers, and memberôs in Hospital and Institutions, 
achievement in future sight would be unattainable.  Additionally, to all our friends in the professional com-
munity, especially those within the correctional facilities, we are grateful for your service.  To Susanne W. 
for featuring corrections and to my new found friends, ñWherever weôre needed,ò thank you! 

Miguel M., 

Panel 67, Area 05 Corrections Chair  

There But for the Grace of God Go I 
 

The theme of this newsletter is ñWherever Weôre Neededò, which prompted me into thinking about some 

service commitments that werenôt exactly easy for me in my early sobriety. 

I likely had about two years of recovery at 

the time. I had fallen ñpreyò to the service 

bug and found myself leading the Institu-

tions meeting for Queens County, NY. I 

say that I fell prey because all I did was 

agree to go with someone to a committee 

meeting, then they asked for help, I 

raised my hand, and the rest was history. 

My role as Institutions Alt. Chair now 

meant when there was an unfilled com-

mitment, we had to fill it. I was 26 years 

old and while I had been sober two years, 

I was one of the fortunate ones who had 

never seen the inside of a jail. That was 

about to change. It seemed that they 

needed speakers at a local menôs work 

release program. I was terrified. What 

could I possibly say that they would want to hear? If this is a program of identification, I believed I/they  

(continued on pg. 5) 
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"Our Twelfth Step--carrying the message--is the basic service that the AA Fellowship gives: 

this is our principal aim and the main reason for our existence.  

Therefore, AA is more than a set of principles: it is a society for alcoholics in action. We must 

carry the message, else we ourselves can wither and those who haven't been given the truth 

may die." (The AA Service Manual, p. 57) 

Bill W described ñserviceò in A.A. as anything we do that helps us reach and help the suffering alcoholic.  Our 

co-founders and early members knew that it was imperative to seek the means by which we might carry the 

message of A.A. to as many as possible  . . . as quickly as possible . . . so that others might be spared the de-

struction of alcoholism.  They saw that we would have to organize A.A. services in order to make such Twelfth 

Step Work possible, always extending A.A.ôs promise outward to reach the suffering alcoholic, to more and 

more people. The need to share our experience, strength, and hope thus gave birth to our General Service 

structure and A.A.'s Legacy of Service.  

"I am responsibleò. The SCAAN theme ñWherever Weôre Neededò speaks to A.A.ôs Responsibility State-

ment.  As trusted servants, each of us are charged with an obligation, an obligation that stems from our 

Twelfth Step -- that the spiritual message of AA can be brought for all time to those who need it and are capa-

ble of receiving it. 

I am responsible: In AA our job is to deliver the message to the suffering alcoholic. To support this effort 

the fellowship has developed the General Service structure. To be effective, the General Service structure has 

to be staffed and maintained by action people.  Working together, we are responsible for preserving the 

strength and effectiveness of AA as a whole. 

But none of this work can take place without consistent effort and commitment on our part. Our collective 

responsibility to carry the message of A.A. always begins with our individual responsibility, a commitment 

that starts with each of us. And it is our individual responsibility and commitment, sharing a little of my own 

experience, upon which I now wish to focus.     

I was taught early on that all service in A.A. requires commitment -- that the simple discipline of responsibility 

-- showing up whenever required of me to do so -- is absolutely essential.  Because without involvement, there 

is no participation and without participation, there is no service. We can pretend to care, but we cannot pre-

tend to be present. For GSRs, this means attendance at all District meetings and Area Assemblies and the an-

nual Pre-Conference.  That is our basic service responsibility to our groups and to A.A. as a whole.    

Being at an appointed place on time and doing the work that was asked of me was a solid beginning. It was a 

sure cure for my self-pity, self-centeredness, self-sufficiency, and selfishness. Whether it was pouring coffee in 

my home group, going on a Twelfth-Step H&I panel call, becoming a Grapevine Rep, a GSR and giving my best 

effort to all the duties and increasing responsibilities with which I have since been entrusted, I entered a new 

pattern of thinking.  I thought not only about myself, but also about others. A picture of unity and our common 
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welfare began to form. The smile sometimes on my face began to travel to my heart. No matter how desolate my 

condition, I learned to feel grateful for the day. 

The commitment that enables A.A. to be ñwherever weôre neededò means acting not just when it is convenient or 

comfortable  - or when I feel like it.  Commitment is more than mere words, much more than just saying you will.  

Commitment is ñsuiting up and showing upò -- doing whatever it is that is within your power to do in whatever ca-

pacity you serve that helps strengthen our movement and better deliver the message to the suffering alcoholic. 

Commitment requires no special skill -- only sufficient desire, diligence and faith in the virtue of our A.A. endeavor.  

Our collective responsibility to make twelfth step work possible, to make the hand of A.A. available to anyone, any-

where who reaches out for help, also requires of each of us that we become informed trusted servants.  This again 

requires personal effort and initiative on my part.  I was told I would have to do my part by taking an active role in 

my own education. I was encouraged to read and study the AA General Service Manual, to read and study our ser-

vice materials, Box 4-5-9, and the service guides from A.A.'s General Service Office. To listen to our delegate's re-

ports, to bring a pad and a pen and take notes at all meetings.  To read and digest the annual conference report,  ask 

questions and take the initiative in trying to understand differing points of views on issues which affect all of us in 

Alcoholics Anonymous.  To become the kind of trusted servant who can personally put principles, plans and policies 

into dedicated and effective action for the benefit and welfare of AA as a whole.  

Our Twelfth Step Responsibility requires growth. How may each of us continue to grow in wisdom and ef-

fectiveness? Well, with persistent diligence. The program of action that my sponsor passed on to me still works. It 

works for changing my life, for improving my relationships, and for serving others. It works for changing my atti-

tude, my health, and expanding service possibilities. The program we work doesn't wear out.  

Our Twelfth Step Responsibility is founded on humility. Humility encourages us to put our divisive egos 

aside, to keep our attention focused on the solution and our effort focused on service. This quality of service re-

quires that we perform well and to the best of our ability the tasks with which we have been entrusted, and recog-

nizes that no service in Alcoholics Anonymous is more prestigious or more necessary than another. There are, for 

example, many different ways of making coffee. But if everyone thinks someone else is making the coffee, the coffee 

won't get made. We are responsible. 

As always, I am reminded daily that all of us in A.A. service are part of something much larger than ourselves. As 

trusted servants and leaders, our attitude and willingness to participate and the time we give in actual participation 

working in concert with each other to perpetuate our existence and to find new and better ways to carry the mes-

sage of AA, making it available to all who wish to hear it, wherever weôre needed, makes a difference.  It really does. 

Wherever Weôre Needed -  I am Responsible. That's the lesson of our past, that's the promise of our tomor-

row.  The trusted servants who came before us knew that for so long as we're joined in common purpose, as long as 

we maintain our common resolve to support and provide the services required to carry our message of hope and 

recovery ñwherever weôre neededò to the millions of alcoholics we have yet to reach, our journey will move forward, 

our future will remain hopeful, and our A.A. movement and the state of our Fellowship will always be strong.  

Recognizing that we are partners in a common effort, let us, each of us, resolve to give our best efforts, individually 

and collectively, to our general service commitments. For there is no limit to what our giving away can reap for us, 

for the quality of our sobriety, and for our A.A. Fellowship. 

In love and service,  

Thomas B. 

Delegate ï Panel 67 

Southern California Area 05 - Alcoholics Anonymous 

68th Conference Committee ï Cooperation with the Professional Community 
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By the Grace of God continuedééééé. 

 

would not identify with each other. I was young in sobriety and still thought that it was circumstances that con-

nected us. I could barely breathe when I got there. While it was a minimum security facility, they locked the 

door behind us. I can still see the room today. I remember where I sat and how trembling, I took a big breath 

and said, ñmy name is Susanne and I am an alcoholic.ò I then proceeded to tell them what it was like and what 

its like now. I told them about how I had always longed to be someone else as I kid. I told them how I never felt 

like I fit in, and I told them with alcohol I finally felt at ease. After a few minutes I saw some of the men nodding 

their heads. I breathed a sigh of relief. When it was time for them to share, they reminded me that it was the 

feelings they identified with and that those feelings kept them looking for another drunk. It was my turn to nod 

my head. It was my turn to feel like I belonged, even though I would be sleeping in my own bed that night, and 

they would be staying there.  

As a result of my Institutions commitment, there were many meetings that needed coverage. One such meeting 

fell on Christmas Eve. It was really hard, I was a single mom living with my mom and my daughter was really 

little. But I knew my sobriety depended on it as much as those looking for a meeting at the local hospital needed 

it too. I couldnôt get anyone to go with me on that bitter cold night in NY. I found parking, brought my extra Big 

Books and A.A. Pamphlets, found the 12 & 12 shades left behind by the last AA contact and set up the meeting. It 

remained empty at first, and then slowly by surely, the people filed in, all in varying stages of disarray. This hos-

pital also had a rehab program and many of the guest were in bad shape. Once again, deep breath, my name is 

Susanne and I am an alcoholicééé.and just like alcohol used to be my elixir, now reciting I am Susanne and I 

am an alcoholic seemed to give me a similar feeling of relief.  

I began to tell my story, when suddenly one more person started staggering into 

our meeting room. He dragged with him his I.V. pole and seemed still intoxicat-

ed. He set himself up at the end of the table across from me. When I saw his face 

I gasped and wanted to run, but knew I couldnôt. I did my best to conceal my 

discomfort and continued with my qualification. This same late comer was dis-

ruptive, interrupting and asking others in the room first for a cigarette and then 

for a light. Breath in, breath out. I finally got to the end of my share and then 

waited. I hoped anyone but him would raise their hand to share and they did. 

But I couldnôt avoid him any longer. I called on him and he said my name is 

Charlie and I am an alcoholic. I nearly fainted. ñCharlieò was actually Chuck, my 

daughtersô father who I hadnôt seen in a very long time. At this time in my life, I 

had no idea where he was and now he was at the very same meeting I left our 

daughter with my mom at home on Christmas Eve to facilitate. This man, whom 

I had loved very deeply, had also been responsible for rearranging my face on 

one of his many drunken escapades years earlier. When the meeting was over, 

we treated each other cordially and I explained I had to leave fairly quickly. As I walked back to my car, I cried. 

Cried with gratitude that our daughter had one sober parent who was coming home to her tonight. Gratitude 

that there but for the Grace of God go I and if I continued to bring the message ñWherever Weôre Neededò, 

chances were our daughter would continue to have a sober parent in her life. Thank God I followed the direction 

of my sponsor and other AAs who told me that these commitments could be the difference between life and 

death. I guess they were right. 

 This July, God willing I will have 31 years and tragically this May will be 19 years since Chuck died from this 

disease. I pray I always remember to carry this message to alcoholics, Wherever Weôre Needed. 

 

Susanne W. 

Area 05 SCAAN Committee Chair 

 



 6 

Why Attend: 

Safety in AA is paramount for all members if we 

want to ensure the doors of Alcoholics Anony-

mous are open for generations to come.  

ñSafety is important to the functioning of the 

group. By maintaining order and safety in meet-

ings, the group as a whole will benefit and mem-

bers will be able to focus on recovery from alco-

holism and a life of sobriety.ò  

If youôre someone whose sponsoring newcomers, 

or perhaps youôre a group secretary, be sure to 

attend and help spread the word! 

GSRs during your GSR reportðbe sure to let 

your group know about events like this happen-

ing in Area 05. How many miles did you travel 

for a drink? Thatôs how far + 100 miles further  to 

learn how to ensure AA is safe for all! 

 

Top 5 Reasons to  

Attend PRAASA: 

 

5.  Find out how other GSRs communicate to 

their groups 

4.  Hear inspirational messages from all walks 

of life on the influence of General Service 

3.  Conference Agenda ItemsðHear back-

ground information on the questions youôll 

be bringing  to your groups.  

2. Step up to the mic and share your ideas 

and opinions on issues affecting AA as a 

whole 

And the # 1 Reason to go to PRAASA isééé.. 

1. Join the PRAASA Czar and many others 

from Area 05 for a fun  filled Friday night 

dinner! 

 


