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FULL CIRCLE 
I arrived in AA in 1989, frightened and lonely. As a young gay 
man, I wasn’t sure how I would be received at meetings, so I 
made my beginnings in groups for LGBTQ members (referred to 
at the time as Gay & Lesbian groups). Within a few months I 
began branching out to other meetings, timidly at first. The 
General Service Conference had approved the pamphlet, “AA for 
the Gay/Lesbian Alcoholic,” just a few weeks before I got sober, 
and it began showing up in meetings sometime in the fall of that 
year. As I branched out beyond the Gay & Lesbian groups, I 
would see the pamphlet in the literature racks of the meetings I 
was trying out and let out a sigh of relief. The presence of that 
pamphlet at a mainstream meeting made me feel welcome. I 
didn’t know anything about the service structure or the 
Conference at the time, but I know today that the Conference 
had done a great service to me and my fellow LGBTQ members 
and prospects. This pamphlet is the type of pamphlet I refer to 
today as a Third Tradition pamphlet. Its purpose is to reinforce 
our message that the only requirement for membership is a desire 
to stop drinking; it’s a means of extending a welcoming hand to 
alcoholics who are wary about whether they will feel welcome in 
AA. 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As I made my way through the Steps and got 
involved in service, my experience in AA healed 
the shame that I had long carried about being gay. 
I was treated as an equal wherever I went in AA. I 
had the same opportunities as anyone else, and I 
began to make my way along the service structure. 
I had met a guy and started dating in AA, and he 
was involved in General Service, and that made 
serving as a GSR look even more attractive to me. 
Our relationship deepened in tandem with our 
involvement in service. We registered our 
domestic partnership with the state of California 
while he was serving as our Area Delegate (Panel 
54). We got married a few years later while I was 
serving as Alternate Delegate. I went on to be our 
Panel 60 Delegate, and we’re pretty sure that 
Marc and I are the first gay couple to both serve 
as General Service Conference Delegates while 
being together as a couple (we know of one other 
gay couple who became partners, but it was after 
they had both served as Delegates). So, sometimes 
boy meets boy on AA campus, and things turn out 
pretty well!

In 2014, I was elected Pacific Regional Trustee, 
and I was both elated and terrified. 
One of my concerns was about how 
out I should be as I carried out my 
service. I knew that other LGBTQ 
people had served as Trustees before, 
but that they had tended to be muted 
about their identity while serving. I 
knew I would be visiting all of the 
Areas in the region and would likely 
be invited to share my story on many 
of these visits. I had some fear that as 
I got away from the coastal Areas, I 
might not be met with the 
acceptance that I had experienced in 
meetings in Southern California. But 
I talked with my sponsor about it, 
and he encouraged me to just be 
myself. I didn’t really know any other 
way to be, at this point, anyway. My 
first event was in a state that I 
regarded as one of the most culturally 
conservative in the region, and when 
I shared who I am with openness and 
honesty, I knew instantly that being 
fully out was absolutely the right 

choice. That night I had an experience that would 
repeat itself frequently as I traveled around the 
region. LGBTQ members came up to me and 
thanked me, some with tears in their eyes, for 
sharing openly as a gay man. Sometimes I would 
be told in a whisper, “I can’t be out in AA because 
of where I live, but your story gives me hope that 
everything will be okay.” It gave me one of the 
greatest feelings I experience in AA – the feeling 
of being useful.

And then an amazing thing happened. At my first 
Conference as a Trustee, the Conference 
approved an item that had been initiated in our 
region, as a result of requests from Western 
Washington and from the Southern California 
area, to update “AA for the Gay/Lesbian 
Alcoholic,” both in order to reflect current 
experience better and to make it more inclusive 
for Trans members. I was assigned to the Trustees’ 
Literature Committee and was given the gift of 
getting to be part of the subcommittee that 
worked on the revision. This ultimately resulted 
in the publication of the revised and retitled 
pamphlet, “LGBTQ Alcoholics in AA,” following 
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the 2018 Conference, which was my last 
Conference as Trustee. My AA experience had 
come full circle. In 1989, I was made to feel 
welcome by the original pamphlet, and through 
my participation in service I got to be one of the 
scores of people who had a hand in developing a 
pamphlet that I hope will be useful in extending 
the hand of AA to the suffering alcoholic. I think 
of a young, LGBTQ drunk in a small town 
somewhere, where there are no LGBTQ 
meetings, perhaps. I picture that person doing a 

web search on “Alcoholics Anonymous LGBTQ.” 
And I know from a simple test I conducted that 
the first hit that will come up will be our new 
pamphlet. I imagine that seemingly hopeless 
drunk reading that pamphlet and the wonderful 
stories in it and receiving the message of hope. 
And for that, I’m grateful.

Joel C.
Former Pacific Region Trustee & Delegate 

My plate has been full with Area 5’s Winter Area 
Assembly, the 4 Area DCM Sharing Session, an 
Area Committee Meeting, PRAASA and several 
District business meetings and events, the 
Steering Committee Meeting and my normal 
request to share my experience, strength and 
hope. Then my plate overflowed with the Pre-
Conference Workshop. The Presentations, 
roundtables and open mic comments were so well 
prepared, thought out and thought provoking. 
Area 5 has so prepared me for the Conference and 
then presented me with a flash drive of the entire 
Pre-Conference Workshop in case I wanted a 
flash back while at the Conference. I give my 
sincere thanks to the General Service 
Representatives, District Committee Members, 
District Committee Member Chairs and the 
Alternates of all positions, the Past Delegates, 
Area Officers and guests. Your patient, thoughtful 
attention to detail and Conference Agenda Items 
has cleared my vision. 

The Pre-Conference Workshop is, in great part, 
the result of the planning efforts of our Alternate 
Delegate. Thank you, Lauren, on behalf of Area 5 
and especially me!
When you read this I will be in front of you to 
deliver the Delegate’s first Report Back. There 
will be several more. It will be difficult to tell you 
about every aspect in one sitting. Attend as many 
Report Backs as you can. Ultimately you will hear 
it all but I will never forget the experience and 
opportunity. I’ve seen the joy in the faces of Past 
Delegates when they share their Conference 
Experience. Today, I share that joy with them. I 
have Area 5 Souvenir Pins from the 69th General 
Service Conference for everyone at today’s 
Assembly to share my joy with you.
I am available to everyone to discuss any matters 
of our Fellowship from the 69th Conference and 
to assist with any proposed agenda items for the 
70th Conference.

I can’t say upon what occasion or upon what day I came to believe 
in a power greater than myself, but I certainly have that
belief now. To acquire it, I had only to stop fighting and 

practice the rest of  A. A.’s program as enthusiastically as 
I could.

(from page 27, Step 2, in the Twelve and Twelve)

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas S., Delegate Area 5 Panel 69  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Driving through the congested 405 highway traffic 
of Southern California can be stressful and evoke 
sudden bursts of rage; I avoid it at all costs. Yet, 
Friday morning, March 1st 2019, I found myself 
on this accursed highway with a fellow AA 
member talking about life, sobriety and the 
upcoming weekend. We pulled into the Irvine 
Marriott Hotel, home of the 2019 Pacific Region 
Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly, or 
PRAASA. I hope the positive energy channeled in 
those rooms flooded the adjacent highway and 
provided even a few seconds of serenity for 
drivers passing by, because the moment we pulled 
into the parking lot, I felt something greater take 
hold of me. We had entered an AA buffered zone 
– a place for people from all different walks of life 
to come together for one great purpose: “to foster 
the recovery, unity and service of AA.” 

It was my first year attending PRAASA, and I 
didn’t know what to expect. I picked up my badge 
and read the cover of the PRAASA program, 
“The purpose of PRAASA is to develop a greater 
unity among the members, groups and Areas of 
the Pacific Region; to encourage the exchange of 
ideas and experiences; and to provide an 
opportunity for members to discuss pertinent 
aspects of AA” My understanding of the weekend 
began taking shape as I bumped into several 

members from Area 05 and was introduced to 
other members from Central & Northern 
California, Hawaii, Washington, and Nevada. As I 
walked into the conference room I was taken 
aback by the magnitude of the space; I felt an 
immense honor to be a member of AA. 

I am a new Panel 69 District Committee Member 
Chair of the Combined Hollywood Districts. I 
started my time in General Service as a General 
Service Representative, then became our district’s 
secretary, treasurer and finally DCMC. I can 
relate my slow but steady understanding of 
General Service with my first PRAASA 
experience. There was a lot to see, hear and learn. 
My passion for service was ignited even further at 
PRAASA. But I must admit, I was somewhat 
overwhelmed. 

As the “Panel 1 - Area Highlights” started and we 
heard from every delegate in the Pacific Region, I 
was amazed to learn that Area 69 is Utah – that’s 
it. As DCMC in Los Angeles, it is hard to believe 
that the whole state of Utah has only one area; 
and it’s the same in Alaska. In area 79, British 
Columbia/Yukon, there are some districts as big 
as Mississippi. I began to better understand the 
scope of AA’s presence around the Pacific Region 
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and around the world. The unity component of 
AA General Service was becoming crystal clear. 

Next came recovery. I learned in “Panel 2 - 
Humility: Accepting the Group Conscience” that 
from 1938-1948 AA membership grew from 50 
members to 100,000 members – that’s a lot of 
recovery! Claudio B from Area 07 discussed how 
our fellowship should be inclusive and never 
exclusive and encouraged us to remember that, 
“the language of the heart will always shine 
brighter than the darkness of our rooms.” During 
“Panel 3 - Our Singleness of Purpose” I was 
moved to tears when Robert B. from Area 08 
shared his own story through an interpreter and 
discussed what to do if a deaf person shows up at 
your meeting. He made suggestions like using 
technology to connect, giving out our phone 
numbers and adding a “Gold Can,” at our 
meetings to collect money and sponsor 
interpreters. I was challenged in Kunane D.’s 
(Area 17) talk to consider whether I was 
welcoming minorities into my meeting and I 
considered the question of how to reach minority 
alcoholics when I come from a place of privilege 
myself. I learned that this year Japan’s General 
Service is close to publishing their second edition 
of the Big Book which will be fully funded by 
their 7th Tradition contributions for the first time 
in their history. 

Later that night, at the Area 05 dinner, because of 
Robert’s encouragement to use technology in 
creative ways, I communicated with a deaf fellow 
by writing notes on my phone. We laughed about 
how tired we were already and enjoyed tacos and 
fellowship. As a suffering alcoholic, I was so lonely 
even when I was in a room full of people. But 
Friday night, I was full of love. I was inspired by 
the courage everyone showed as they spoke from 
their hearts and showed up for their recovery. 

Saturday morning, I was feeling really 
overwhelmed with so many ideas. How could I be 
of maximum service?! I wanted to add Gold Cans 
to every meeting I attended; to connect young AA 
members with elderly AA members and foster 
service projects; to sponsor a Grapevine 
subscription for an incarcerated member; to have 
a discussion in our own combined districts about 

inclusivity, minorities and Hispanic women’s 
access to AA; I WANTED TO DO IT ALL. I had 
so many ideas and no idea how to start. I felt a 
surge of excitement and disappointment at the 
same time. I know that in AA, things move slowly. 
Not like they did when I was drinking. There’s no 
instant gratification on the long road of happy 
destiny. 

Like clockwork, my Higher Power put a nugget of 
wisdom in my ear - I heard something that 
soothed my anxieties. I can’t remember who said 
it, but what I heard struck me so strongly that I 
noted it in my journal in huge letters, highlighted 
it and drew stars all around it. “In General 
Service, we can simply share a message and lives 
can be changed. If you think there’s nothing you 
can do, you’re wrong. You can be moved by the 
language of the heart and share this with your 
group.” 

Late that night, I attended a round table 
discussion and listened to female Hispanic AA 
members discuss problems they are facing in their 
demographic. I can’t speak Spanish well, so I was 
forced to listen very closely. I heard women 
sharing their experience, strength and hope with 
each other about recovery, the 12 steps and 
sponsorship. They were giving away freely what 
they had received and supporting each other to do 
the same.  

As DCMC of Combined Hollywood, I hope I can 
serve my district by carrying the message of unity, 
strength and recovery of AA as a whole. I want to 
encourage and empower our district GSRs to 
carry this message to their groups. When we are 
moved by the language of the heart, we can 
inspire others and, slowly but surely, we will help 
the still suffering alcoholic and reach out the hand 
of AA to be there when they need it most. 

 
Amelia C.
Panel 69 DCMC Hollywood Combined Districts 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Area 05 AA General Service is excited to present 
the 2019 Area 5 AA Unity Forum, to be held July 
13th and 14th at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Pasadena.

Service is an essential part of the AA program. For 
many of us, our journey leads us into the service 
of an organized service entity - of which there are 
several: General Service, Central Office/
Intergroup, Hospitals & Institutions, Young 
People of AA, just to name a few. In Los Angeles, 
observing Tradition 9 (organizing minimally) and 
Tradition 4 (intentionally lacking a centralized 
authority - favoring autonomy instead) has led to 
“service communities” that often operate 

independently, with limited interaction 
and collaboration between them, low 
overlap in membership, and at times a 
surprising lack of awareness of each 
other's purposes and activities.
 
We would like to counteract this 
separation with a great celebration of all 
of AA's service entities, the valuable 
services they perform, and the wonderful 
trusted servants that serve them. This is 
the idea behind the 2019 AA Unity Forum 
in which we invite you to participate. We 
are extending this invitation to participate 
and collaborate to all AA service 
organizations in the Greater Los Angeles 
Area and surrounding communities. This 
includes Young People's and Seniors' 
organizations, Central Offices, Hospitals 
and Institutions Committees, local 
Roundups and Conventions, General 
Service Areas and Districts, and any other 
organization that has been formed under 
Tradition 9. We are also inviting all 
linguistic organizations to fully participate 
and collaborate, and will be providing 
Spanish and ASL interpretation at the 
event. 

The event will take place Saturday July 
13th and Sunday July 14th, 2019 at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena. What we've 
envisioned thus far is a day and a half 's worth of 
activities, including mixed panels where 
presenters from different service entities can offer 
their unique experiences and perspectives on 
topics. We will also be welcoming special guests 
from the General Service Office and Board of 
Trustees in New York. There will also be an area 
for displays and booths where attendees can 
browse and learn about events and organizations 
at their leisure. We also envision break-out 
sessions where participants can explore more 
specific interests in smaller groups. We plan to 
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have several food trucks on-site throughout the 
weekend as well.
 
Area 5 General Service has been the principal 
planner of this event thus far and has been able to 
bring in participation from AA's General Service 
Office in New York. Also already on board is the 
Los Angeles Central Office. The Los Angeles 
Hospitals and Institutions Committee has agreed 
to provide a display and may even host an 
orientation for new volunteers at the event. We 
are also counting on the participation of the San 
Gabriel Pomona Valley Central Office and Los 
Angeles County Young People in AA Committee 
LACYPAA (soon to be Western Area Conference 
Young People in AA).

We look forward to welcoming all in our effort to 
create unity within our local Fellowship, so that 
we may become more connected in awareness and 
gratitude for one another - and build new 

relationships to become more effective in our 
efforts to serve the Fellowship and help AAs carry 
their message to still-suffering alcoholics. 
 
I encourage anyone who is interested in helping 
to plan and host this forum to reach out to the 
committee using the information below – we are a 
busy group of dedicated servants and could use all 
the help we can get with finalizing the program, 
performing outreach and various other aspects of 
the event itself. 
 
We look forward to seeing many of you in July!
 
In Love and Unity,
 
Ted C. - Chair
2019 Area 05 AA Unity Forum Planning Committee
(415) 298-7924
localforumchair@aascaa.org 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COME	&	WRITE	FOR	THE	GRAPEVINE	
	 																And	LA	VIÑA!!	
	
Share	your	experience,	strength	and	hope	with	our	fellowship!	

	
WHERE:	 185	ALTADENA	DRIVE	

ALTADENA	
	

WHEN	 AUGUST	4,	2019	
2	TO	4PM	

	
REFRESHMENTS	PROVIDED	BY	AREA	5			GRAPEVINE	/	

LA	VIÑA	COMMITTEE	
	

FELLOWSHIP,	FUN	AND	SERVICE!!	
	

FOR	MORE	INFORMATION	CONTACT:	
COMMITTEE	CHAIR	GV:	MIKE	C.	(202)	294-4041	

DISTRICT	13	CHAIR	GV:	DOROTHY	W.	(626)	818-0241	
COMMITTEE	CHAIR	LA	VIÑA:	JOSE	Q.	(909)	282-9615	

mailto:localforumchair@aascaa.org


SCAAN QUARTERLY SPRING ISSUE - June 9, 2019 

�8

DISTRICT CONTACTS
COMBINED DISTRICTS (DCMC = District Committee Member Chair)

DCMC dcmc_spanish@aascaa.org Juan Manuel P
Alt DCMC dcmc_spanish_alt@aascaa.org Amado G
DCMC dcmc_hollywood@aascaa.org Amelia C
Alt DCMC dcmc_hollywood_alt@aascaa.org Lionell G
DCMC dcmc_westside@aascaa.org Sandra C
Alt DCMC dcmc_westside_alt@aascaa.org Eli J

DISTRICTS (DCM = District Committee Member)
DCM district2@aascaa.org Susan P
Alt DCM  
DCM district3@aascaa.org Jamie W
Alt DCM district3_alt@aascaa.org Mataji B
DCM district4@aascaa.org Amy O
Alt DCM district4_alt@aascaa.org Phillip G
DCM district5@aascaa.org  
Alt DCM district5_alt@aascaa.org  
DCM district6@aascaa.org Deborah C
Alt DCM  
DCM district7@aascaa.org Matthew M
Alt DCM district7_alt@aascaa.org Carl B
DCM district8@aascaa.org David W
Alt DCM district8_alt@aascaa.org  
DCM district9@aascaa.org Johanna W
Alt DCM district9_alt@aascaa.org David L
DCM district10@aascaa.org Dayna D
Alt DCM Mike C
DCM district13@aascaa.org Jenny P
Alt DCM district13_alt@aascaa.org Rebecca C
DCM district14@aascaa.org Sandra V
Alt DCM district14_alt@aascaa.org Nadine S
DCM district15@aascaa.org Larry B
Alt DCM district15_alt@aascaa.org Tice M
DCM  
Alt DCM  
DCM district18@aascaa.org Faith B
Alt DCM district18_alt@aascaa.org Betty  T
DCM district19@aascaa.org  
Alt DCM  
DCM district25@aascaa.org Joan R
Alt DCM Perry L
DCM  
Alt DCM  
DCM district30@aascaa.org Nancy H
Alt DCM district30_alt@aascaa.org Alex  H
DCM district33@aascaa.org Jacobo M
Alt DCM district33_alt@aascaa.org Olga M
DCM district34@aascaa.org Antonio  M
Alt DCM district34_alt@aascaa.org Hector Jesus E
DCM district35@aascaa.org Luis M
Alt DCM district35_alt@aascaa.org Guadalupe S
DCM district36@aascaa.org Damon D
Alt DCM district36_alt@aascaa.org Zoe S
DCM district37_38@aascaa.org  
Alt DCM  
DCM district39_40@aascaa.org Beth S
Alt DCM district39_40_alt@aascaa.org Ross S
DCM district41@aascaa.org Connor C
Alt DCM  
DCM district43@aascaa.org David M
Alt DCM district43_alt@aascaa.org Andrew P
DCM district45@aascaa.org Alex K
Alt DCM  
DCM district46@aascaa.org Lisa O
Alt DCM  
DCM district49@aascaa.org Julio B
Alt DCM district49_alt@aascaa.org  
DCM district50@aascaa.org Rogelio Z
Alt DCM district50_alt@aascaa.org  
DCM district55@aascaa.org Victor G
Alt DCM district55_alt@aascaa.org Cuauhtemoc S
DCM district56@aascaa.org Timothy H
Alt DCM district56_alt@aascaa.org Juliana J
DCM district58@aascaa.org Shannon M
Alt DCM  

District 14: Downey, Bell Gardens, Montebello, Paramount, Pico Rivera

District 15: Inglewood, Hawthorne, El Segundo, Westchester, Crenshaw

District 17: South Gate, Watts, Huntington Park

District 13: Alhambra, Arcadia, Bradbury, Duarte, El Monte, Monrovia, 
Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, South El Monte, Sierra Madre, Temple 

District 2: La Cañada, La Crescenta, Montrose, Sunland

District 3: Altadena, Highland Park, Pasadena, S. Pasadena, San Marino

District 4: Azusa, Baldwin Park, Covina, Glendora, La Puente, West Covina

District 5: Culver City, West LA

District 6: Brentwood, West LA

District 7: Hollywood, West Hollywood

District 8: Beverly Hills

District 9: Downtown LA, Echo Park, Silverlake

District 10: LA ‐ Wilshire Corridor

District 19: Compton, LA ‐ South/Central

District 25: Culver City, West LA, Marina Center

District 26: Eagle Rock, Glassell Park, Highland Park, Mount Washington, Silver 
Lake, Echo Park, Elysian Park, Chinatown, Lincoln Heights, Montecito Heights, El 

District 55: (Spanish‐Speaking) LA South/Central, Lynwood, Inglewood, Culver 
City, Santa Monica

District 50: (Spanish‐Speaking) Glendale, Altadena, Pasadena, Eagle Rock, 
Highland Park, Lincolhn Heights, El Sereno

District 36: West LA, Ohio Ave.

District 37/38: West LA, Pico Boulevard, Bel Air, Westwood

District 56: Hollywood, Los Feliz

District 58: Wilshire, Melrose

Comite Interdistrital Hispanos
(Districts 33, 34, 35, 49, 50, 55)
Hollywood‐Wilshire‐Downtown Combined Districts
(Districts 9, 10, 26, 56, 58)
Westside Combined Districts
(Districts 5, 6, 8, 15, 19, 25, 36, 37/38, 39/40, 41, 43, 45, 46)

District 39/40: Malibu, Pacific Palisades, Santa Monica

District 41: West LA, Palms, Rancho Park, Culver City

District 43: West Hollywood, Fairfax, Beverly Hills

District 45: Marina del Rey, Westchester, Playa del Rey, Venice, Santa Monica

District 46: Santa Monica

District 49: (Spanish‐Speaking) LA East, Lincoln Heights, Bell/Cudahy, 
Montebello, Pico Rivera

District 30: Ontario, Upland, Pomona, Claremont, La Verne, Alta Loma, Rancho 
Cucamonga, Chino, Diamond Bar
District 33: (Spanish‐Speaking) Los Angeles, West Hollywood, Glendale

District 34: (Spanish‐Speaking) San Dimas, Pomona, La Verne, Glendora, 
Ontario, Montclaire, Claremont, Chino
District 35: (Spanish‐Speaking) San Gabriel East, Azusa, Baldwin Park, El Monte, 
Pomona, Whittier

District 18: Whittier, La Habra, La Mirada, Hacienda Heights
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AREA CONTACTS
Delegate Thomas S

Alternate Delegate Lauren A
Area Chair Zoraida R
Secretary Doug S
Accounts Treasurer Brian P
Contributions Treasurer Sharron S
Registrar Nikki U

Panel 51 Mary T
Panel 53 Jim I
Panel 55 Jim W

Panel 59 Mike P
Panel 61 Marcus F
Panel 63 Juan M
Panel 65 Scott M
Panel 67 Thomas B

* If delegates live elsewhere and participate in another area, they are not voting members of Area 05.

Archives  Chair archives@aascaa.org Mary T
Alt Chair archives_alt@aascaa.org Mike M

Audio Visual (AV)  Chair av@aascaa.org Miguel M
Alt Chair av_alt@aascaa.org Mikey N

Cooperation with the Elder Community (CEC) Chair cec@aascaa.org Antonio A
Alt Chair cec_alt@aascaa.org Bea D

Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Chair cpc@aascaa.org Raymond Y
Alt Chair cpc_alt@aascaa.org Kristy L

Corrections Chair corrections@aascaa.org Dayna D
Alt Chair corrections_alt@aascaa.org Oscar P

Finance Chair finance@aascaa.org Nadine S
Alt Chair finance_alt@aascaa.org George D

Grapevine & La Viña Chair grapevine@aascaa.org Mike C
Alt Chair grapevine_alt@aascaa.org Jose A Q

Guidelines & Policies Chair gap@aascaa.org Thomas B

Alt Chair gap_alt@aascaa.org  
Literature Chair literature@aascaa.org David M

Alt Chair literature_alt@aascaa.org  
Public Information (PI) Chair pi@aascaa.org Gordy H

Alt Chair pi_alt@aascaa.org Carlos G
Registration Chair registration@aascaa.org Joe T

Alt Chair registration_alt@aascaa.org Crystal G
SCAAN Chair scaan@aascaa.org Ken T

Alt Chair scaan_alt@aascaa.org Ann W
Translation Chair translation@aascaa.org Jose Luis E

Alt Chair translation_alt@aascaa.org Bill L
Treatment Facilities Chair tfc@aascaa.org Jim I

Alt Chair tfc_alt@aascaa.org Larry B
Website Chair webchair@aascaa.org Shawn A

Alt Chair webchair_alt@aascaa.org Fidel M
Accessibilities (Ad‐hoc) Chair accessibilities@aascaa.org Phranc G

Alt Chair accessibilities_alt@aascaa.org Timothy S
Cooperation wih the Young Community (Ad‐hoc) Chair cyc@aascaa.org Jen Kaluhiokalani  S

Alt Chair cyc_alt@aascaa.org Jimmy M
Hispanic Women's Workshop (Ad‐hoc) Chair mujeres@aascaa.org Maria Q

Alt Chair mujeres_alt@aascaa.org Olga M
Interpretation (Ad‐hoc) Chair interpretation@aascaa.org Dago P

Alt Chair interpretation_alt@aascaa.org Jamie W
Local Forum (Ad‐hoc) Chair localforumchair@aascaa.org Ted C

Alt Chair localforumchair_alt@aascaa.org Amy O

panel51@aascaa.org

OFFICERS
delegate@aascaa.org

altdelegate@aascaa.org
chairperson@aascaa.org
secretary@aascaa.org
acctstreasurer@aascaa.org
conttreasurer@aascaa.org
registrar@aascaa.org

PAST DELEGATES
To email all past delegates, use:   past_delegates@aascaa.org

panel65@aascaa.org
panel67@aascaa.org

COMMITTEES

panel53@aascaa.org
panel55@aascaa.org

panel59@aascaa.org
panel61@aascaa.org
panel63@aascaa.org

*Panel 57
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5/16/1910:09 AM

1/26 Sat Winter Area Assembly
Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa  2/2 Sat 4 Area DCM Sharing Session

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 2/24 Sun Area Committee Meeting
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 3/1 Fri - 3/3 Sun PRAASA
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 4/6 Sat  - 4/7 Sun Pre-Conference Workshop
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 4/27 Sat Steering Committee Meeting
27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 5/19 Sun - 5/25 Fri General Service Conference

31 6/9 Sun Spring Area Assembly
6/29 Sat Steering Committee Meeting

7/13 Sat - 7/14 Sun Local Forum
7/27 Sat Area Committee Meeting
8/24 Sat Summer Area Assembly

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa 9/7 Sat Steering Committee Meeting
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 1 9/21 Sat Area Committee Meeting

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10/20 Sun Fall Area Assembly
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 11/3 Sun El Foro de Servicios Generales
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 11/16 Sat Area Committee Meeting
28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 12/14 Sat Steering Committee Meeting

30
Host Districts: 1/26 Assembly - District 3

2/24 ACM - District 13
4/6 PCW Day 1 - District 18
4/7 PCW Day 2 - CIH Districts

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa 6/9 Assembly - Westside Combined
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 7/27 ACM - District 33

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 8/24 Assembly - District 35
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 9/21 ACM - Westside Combined
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 10/20 Assembly - District 30
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 11/16 ACM - District 2

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31

2019 CALENDAR
January February March

1/1 New Year's Day 2/14 Valentine's Day
2/18 Presidents Day

April May June

4/15 Tax Deadline 5/12 Mother's Day 6/16 Father's Day
4/21 Easter

11/28 Thanksgiving

Notes

October November December

10/14 Columbus Day 11/11 Veterans Day 12/25 Christmas

5/27 Memorial Day

July August September

7/4 Independence Day 9/2 Labor Day

1/21 Martin Luther King Day
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A.A. AREA 05 – SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA

Sunday – February 24, 2019  
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

1757 N. Lake Avenue, Pasadena CA 91104  
Host: District 13

Call to Order
Area Chairperson, Zoraida R., called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. The meeting opened with one 
minute of silent meditation followed by the Serenity Prayer.
Reading of the Declaration of Unity and Acknowledgements
Declaration of Unity was read in Spanish by Amado G., Alt. DCMC - CIH
Declaration of Unity was read in English by Dago P., Interpretation Ad-Hoc Committee Chair
A.A. Birthday celebrants having anniversary dates falling between November 18, 2018 through February 
24, 2019 were recognized, applauded and serenaded.
Approval of ACM Agenda
Area Chairperson Zoraida R., introduced an amendment to the Agenda: 3 to 4-minute presentation from 
Website committee following the roll  call.   Motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda. 
Agenda was unanimously passed, none opposed.
Roll Call
Area Registrar, Nikki U., took roll of the Area Committee Members and additional trusted servants in 
attendance:

Total Voting
Non-

Voting
Secondary 

Role*
General Service Representatives 3 0 3 0
Alternate General Service Representatives 1 0 1 0
District Committee Members 17 14 0 3
Alternate District Committee Members 4 0 3 1
District Committee Member Chairs 3 3 0 0

Alternate District Committee Member Chairs 1 0 1 0

Committee Chairs 17 14 0 3
Alternate Committee Chairs 9 3 5 1
Area Officers 7 7 0 0
Past Delegates 4 4 0 0
Visitors 10 0 10 0
Subtotal 76 45 23 8
Adjustment for Individuals Serving in Multiple 
Roles*

-8

Total Attendance 68

* These individuals serve in another area role (e.g. a Committee Chair that is also a GSR.)  So that 
they are not counted twice, their presence in this role is not being counted towards total attendance.
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Website Committee Presentation
Web Chair, Shawn A., the new Area Website is live! Pop-up for folks wishing to subscribe to notifications. 
Designed for those that aren’t going to District meetings. Area email address changes will not occur until 
January 1, 2020. Current email domain, aascaa.org will be replaced with area05aa.org at that time. The 
Web  Chair  answered  numerous  questions  related  to  the  website.  Shawn  A.  indicate  users  will  be 
redirected to area05aa.org if they go to the former web site aascaa.org. Contributions should Go Live 
mid-March 2019.
Area Webmaster, Faith B., described the effort undertaken to build the new website. The former website 
platform was very old, and an upgrade was not possible. 
Approval of November 17, 2018 ACM Minutes
Area  Secretary,  Doug  S.,  presented  Minutes  for  the  November  17,  2018  Area  Committee  Meeting. 
Thanking the Translation Alt. Chair, Bill L., for his excellent work in translation. Following motion for 
approval made, and seconded, the Minutes for the November 17, 2018 Area Committee Meeting were 
unanimously approved. 
DCMC and DCM Reports 
David M.,  DCM District 43,  West Hollywood, Fairfax,  Beverly Hills.  David M. reported: 
January had 10 GSR’s present at the District meeting. February had only 4 GSR’s present. Elected a new 
DCM (David M.) and Alt. DCM (Andrew P.) at the January meeting. Working to update contact list next 
few months. Good discussion on upcoming pre-conference, and going to PRASA next week, and enjoyed 
attending the 4-Area Sharing Session.
Jamie W., DCM District 3, Altadena, Highland Park, Pasadena, S. Pasadena and San Marino. 
Jaime  reported:We have  a  lovely  robust  District  with  18  members.  Hosted  the  Winter  Assembly 
(01-26-2019).  Developing  Financial  Guidelines.  District  has  7  new  GSRs.  Provide  scholarships  for 
PRAASA registration & 4 people accepted. 
Beth S., DCM Districts 39 & 40, Malibu, Pacific Palisades and Santa Monica. Beth reported: 
Conducted workshop on Steps 10 and 11. Planning to repeat the workshops for other Steps.  New GSRs 
& working to grow. Several dark meetings they plan to 
Alex  K.,  DCM  District  45,  Marina  del  Rey,  Westchester,  Playa  del  Rey,  Venice  and  Santa 
Monica. Alex reported: Averaging 9 or 10 GSRs in the Westside District meeting. Help GSR’s explain 
relevance of their information. Discussing ways to make quick, to point and relevant so meetings aren’t 
annoyed.
Sandra  C.,  DCMC  Westside  Combined  Districts.  Sandra  reported:  Concerned  that  several 
Districts don’t have DCM’s. One of the Districts doesn’t have GSR’s or a DCM. Asking the Districts to 
hold elections. If a District is close to a dark District invite GSRs to their meeting. Announce Not A 
Glum Lot Picnic will be June 23 @ Memorial Park. 
Jenny  P.,  DCM  District  13,  Alhambra,  Arcadia,  Bradbury,  Duarte,  El  Monte,  Monrovia, 
Monterey Park,  Rosemead,  San Gabriel,  South El  Monte,  Sierra Madre and Temple City. 
Jenny reported: Held a lot of Service positions in New Jersey (Area 34). Held workshops for DCMs & 
GSRs. Committees went District-to-District to share importance of the commitment.  That was very 
helpful. Sent an email to her former Area who are going to help her out. Want to present those to the 
Area. We have bunch new GSR’s. Average 15 to 18 people at District meeting. Requesting the GSRs to 
come and share how their respective Group is doing.
Amelia C., DCMC for Combined Hollywood District: First time being DCMC. Excited to be of 
service. Annual Pancake event on May 4, 2019. Shared names of past pancake events: ‘As Bill Eats It’, 
‘Sunlight of the Syrup’ or ‘What an Order of Pancakes’. Planning the 2nd Annual Service Summer Camp 
(8/30-9/1/2019). Going to double capacity. She’s excited about PRAASA and has never been to PRASA 
before.
Jacobo M., DCM, District 33, Los Angeles, West Hollywood and Glendale. Jacobo reported: 
Members of District send warm greetings. This Panel makes routine visits to meetings. Meet each month 
at the Central Hispanic Office. Went to 4 Area DCM Sharing Session. Attended 3rd Legacy Meeting in 
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Arcadia. We have attended 4 Assemblies and carried out active committee work with 10 GSRs & 4 Alt’s. 
Working on reconstruction of their District web site. Need support from the Area. Have a Newsletter 
Committee in their community. Finally, want to thank the Area, Districts and Committee for their hard 
work. 
Nancy H., DCM District 30, Ontario, Upland, Pomona, Claremont, La Verne, Alta Loma, 
Rancho Cucamonga, Chino and Diamond Bar. Nancy reported: Thanks, Bea, for her service last 
Panel. Was a bit overwhelmed of her duty and is still learning her job. Attended 4 Area DCM sharing 
session. This past week changed setup of the meeting. Used a round table style instead of podium & table. 
Had 15 people in the meeting. She believes progress was made - wants everyone comfortable sharing their 
ideas. Plans to attend PRAASA next week. 
Dayna D., DCM District 10, Los Angeles and Wilshire Corridor. Dayna reported: Working on 
outreach to meetings. Planning to visit meetings. 
Tim  H.,  DCM  District  56,  Hollywood  &  Los  Feliz.  Tim  reported:  Attended  the  Combined 
Hollywood District  (CHD)  meeting this  month.  During the District  breakout found that  CHD had 
people from District 26 coming to their meeting. New GSRs from Districts. Teaming up with people 
from the Combined Districts to do outreach.
Nadine S., Alt. DCM District 14, Downey, Bell Gardens, Montebello, Paramount and Pico 
Rivera. Nadine reported: Our District is thriving. We have a bunch of new GSRs. And some mid-term 
GSR’s. Working hard cleaning up meeting list. District is holding a ‘Spring Fling’ which includes 2 A.A. 
plays and will be held on Saturday, May 4, 2019. 
Shannon M., DCM District 58, Wilshire & Melrose. Shannon reported: No active GSR’s in her 
District. According to Central Office there are 3 Groups hosting 18 meetings per week in the District. 
Plans to go to Counselor’s Office and LA Trade Tech to make certain they have information about A.A., 
and potentially hosting a meeting on campus.
Faith  B.,  DCM  District  18,  Whittier,  La  Habra,  La  Mirada  and  Hacienda  Heights.  Faith 
reported: We’re well known for their Annual Pancake Breakfast. The event gets a large turnout every 
year.  At her 1st meeting she wanted to take fresh look at how District 18 operates. Challenged everyone 
in the room, ‘If we were starting out from scratch what would we do?’ How else can we carry the message? 
Last year they held a successful 4th Step Workshop. We are looking at how we operate and improve the 
way we carry the message. Providing sponsorship to PRAASA and are planning to show up ‘en masse’.
Victor G., DCM District 55, LA South/Central, Lynwood, Inglewood, Culver City & Santa 
Monica. Victor reported: Working with 32 Groups in our District & 1 over the telephone. 13 of those 
Groups have GSR’s. Presently have 16 positions filled and are actively working to fill the rest. Attending 
PRAASA next weekend.
Luis M., DCM District 35, Alt. DCM Guadalupe S., San Gabriel East, Azusa, Baldwin Park, 
El Monte and Whittier. Luis reported: Have 18 Groups in District. Meet every Thursday and we visit 
Groups  twice  weekly.  Bring  them information on General  Service.  Encourage  those  Groups  without 
GSRs to join. Encouraging Groups to attend PRAASA. District meet the 2nd & last Monday of every 
month from 7 - 9 pm. The 3rd Monday we study the Service Manual.
Julio  B.,  DCM  District  49,  LA East,  Lincoln  Heights,  Bell/Cudahy,  Montebello  and  Pico 
Rivera. Julio reported: District meets twice a month.  We attended 24th Workshop of Intergroup 
District  Office.  We visit  3  groups  per  week.  Visited  Grupo Pico  Rivera,  Grupo la  Salud,  Grupo (?). 
Attended  CIH,  Grupo  Por  Uno,  Grupo  El  Camino,  attended  Assembly.  Will  attend  PRAASA next 
weekend.
David  W.,  DCM  District  8,  Beverly  Hills.  David  reported:  The  meeting  directory  shows  13 
meetings  in  his  District.  They’re  visiting  meetings  in  the  District  to  increase  the  number  of  GSRs 
representing Groups. Looking forward to being of service to the District and Area. 
Manuel,  DCMC Comite Interdistrital  Hispanos (CIH).  Manuel  reported:  Attended District 
meetings, Ready for PRAASA, getting Districts ready for Pre-Conference Workshop. 
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Rogelio  Z.,  DCM  District  50,  Glendale,  Altadena,  Pasadena,  Eagle  Rock,  Highland  Park, 
Lincoln Heights, El Sereno. Rogelio reported: District meeting 2nd & 3rd Saturday of each month. 
Visit Groups the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month. Visit 2 groups a week and have 5 - 6 GSR’s active in 
General  Service.  Active  committees  include  Public  Information,  Archives,  Internet  and  La  Vina. 
Attending meetings at CIH and the 41st Forum. Asking GSRs to attend Pre-Conference Workshop in 
April, and motivating Groups to send GSR’s to join General Service and send them to PRAASA. 
Susan P., DCM District 2, La Cañada, La Crescenta, Montrose and Sunland. Susan reported:
Her District has only a handful of GSR’s. Their % of active GSR’s is on par with other Districts. They 
only a few active meetings in her District. We have GSR’s going to PRAASA. GSRs wanted to host & are 
looking to host ACM in November. Sharing rooms at PRAASA.
Costs  and  Expenses:  Nadine  S.,  Finance  Chair  Report:  Food  cost  today  is  $266.10.  Food  Kitty 
collection so far is only $47. 
Delegate’s  Report:  Delegate  Thomas  S.  introduces  himself  in  English  and  Spanish,  reported  and 
advised that:
• Thomas shares it’s a great honor to serve as Area 5 Delegate. Grateful for all those affected his life in 
General Service. He feels he will explode with tears of gratitude. Want to especially thank DCMs and 
DCMCs for leaving 15 minutes of their assigned time for him to use!
• Thanks Alt. Delegate, Lauren A., for her prayers and appreciates her support and involvement as they 
prepare  for  the  Pre-Conference  Workshop.  Thanks  Area  Chair  for  bringing  new ideas,  new ad-hoc 
committees, has goals to accomplish with her new ideas and energy she brings to Area 5. Thanks, the Area 
Secretary, Accounts Treasurer and Contributions Treasurers and keeping us free of controversy. Lastly, the 
new Registrar whom has the widest and deepest learning curve and is doing a wonderful job. Also takes 
the time to thanks Past Delegates in the room. 
•  Thomas S.  cites  page 126 of  Language of  The Heart,  written by Bill  Wilson,  2nd  paragraph,  “Being 
someday perishable, Dr. Bob & I now wish to deliver the members of A.A. their 3rd Legacy. Since 1938 we 
and our friends have been holding it in trust. This legacy is the general services of the A.A., the Alcoholic 
Foundation, the A.A. Big Book, the A.A. Grapevine & the A.A. General Service Office. These are the 
principle services we have that have enabled our society to function and to grow.” This is who we are. This 
is what we are doing, and this is the message you carry to your meetings. I paraphrase from Bill who says, 
“Genera Service is not for everyone, but somebody has to do it! And for those that don’t they should 
provide support for those that do!
• A message that our Founders wrote in December 1944 that Thomas hopes you’ll carry with you. Nor can 
men & women of A.A. ever forget that only through suffering did they find enough humility to enter the 
portal to the new world. How privileged we are to define so well the divine paradox, strength rises from 
weakness. Pain is not only the price but the very touchstone of spiritual rebirth,
•  At  the  January  Board  weekend,  they  had  some discussions  about  Concept  IX.  They  talked  about 
resourcefulness, flexibility and vision. Concept IX also directly covers the committee he’s working, which 
is the Conference Committee on Trustees.  The committee, among many things, reviews resumes for 
those Trustee candidates and in some cases, sometimes votes for those candidates. Concept IX reads, 
‘Good service leaders, together with sound and appropriate methods of choosing them, are at all levels 
indispensable for our future functioning and safety. The primary world service leadership once exercised 
by the founders of A.A. must necessarily be assumed by the Trustees of the General Service Board of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.’ Thomas has been given responsibility to select those that will fill those Trustee 
positions.
• Other things discussed in January, cease development of new literature and make all current literature 
accessible in all formats. Regrouping themselves because there are many new formats being developed in 
this new age of technology and millennials. They want everything that’s now on the table to be available 
in all formats.
• Archives: Discussion regarding G.S.O. policy on loans of archival materials. We don’t loan out items, 
accept loaned materials nor appraise items. The loan reference is to archives items not monetary value, 
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which has no relevance in A.A. archives items. Believes that discussion is residue of the attitudes about 
the manuscript issue. That issues have not gone away entirely and will be in front of him again at this 
year’s Conference Committee of Trustees.
• Point of information: A.A. has been in Cuba now for 25 years. A.A. is now being recognized as a legal 
entity. A.A. now officially exists in Cuba. Members don’t have to hide in back rooms of coffee houses. 
Additional point of information: Cuba has the highest percentage of women in A.A. compared with men.
•  Translation of  Big  Book into  5th  grade  reading  level:   This  has  been tabled  until  July  2019  Board 
Meeting. Which means it will not come up through committee, though it could come up on floor of the 
G.S.C. in May. Thomas has asked the Alt. Delegate to get feedback on the suggestion of the 5th edition of 
the Big Book. Suggesting that the Big Book be contemporized. Not certain he knows exactly what that 
means in A.A. We are now in our 4th edition, when there are no changes in our edition, we have a new 
printing.  However,  when  there  are  changes,  we  go  into  a  new  edition.  He  is  suspecting  that 
contemporizing  has  something  to  do with  potential  changes  to  the  Big  Book.  Thomas  is  asking  for 
feedback from the Past Delegates. Background may be distributed by PRAASA if that become available.
• The Conference is slowly coming into shape. He knows that on Friday, May 17th, our Pacific Regional 
Trustee plans to be in New York, so he plans to be there as well.
• The executive editor of the Grapevine resigned several months ago. They have now been replaced and 
plans to meet the new editor. He will join a tour of the G.S.C. that is planned by the Trustee. Thomas also 
plans to attend a meeting related to challenges of Remote Communities in A.A. 
• Area 5 Pre-Conference Workshop: The Alt. Delegate plans the workshop, though Thomas has invited 
our Past Pacific Region Trustee, Joel C., to be our guest this year. Thomas plans to spend time with Joel 
joining some Young People in A.A. committee meetings. Dinner following Day 1 of the workshop, and 
Joel will be speaking at a meeting that evening.
• PRAASA:  Thomas shared his preparation for PRAASA, his Delegate report, and mentions the ‘Ask It 
Basket’ for those wishing to stump the Delegate. His Delegate report, Area 5 highlights, was much longer 
than the allocated 2 minutes. He had several pages of information and didn’t even finish the first page 
before his time was up! Needed to edit his Area 5 Highlights report to finish within 2 minutes.
• Remote Communities: Grapevine has requested members who are African American, an article on their 
A.A. experience. The Delegate submitted his article on Area 5’s behalf.
•  In closing:  Waiting for  laughter  to subside.  In our  A.A.  units  and our  everyday life.  Remember to 
practice  Right  of  Decision  and  Right  of  Participation.  These  principles  outweigh  past  customs  and 
cultural traditions. Thank you!
Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Committee Report:  Raymond Y., CPC 
Chair, (Brian P. gave Raymond’s) reported: We have our 1st conference event coming up, which is Sunday, 
March 10,  through Tuesday,  March 12.,  Conference for  Higher  Education.  Has  14  volunteers  for  the 
conference.  They need 2  more volunteers  for  Tuesday,  March 12.  Working on an outreach project  to 
Spanish speaking groups and members. Working closely with CPC and PI committees and the Central 
Office and would like to coordinate with CPC and PI committees at Area 5. If anyone is interested in 
volunteering on Tuesday, March 12, at the conference for Higher Education, please contact Raymond and 
see Brian later today for more information.
PRAASA Presentation:  Jamie  W.,  DCM  District  3.  Jamie  reports:  Pacific  Region  Alcoholics 
Anonymous Service Assembly is  the full-name. PRAASA 2019 will  be held at  the beautiful  & exotic 
destination of Irvine CA. Listed the 9 western states: Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oregon, Utah and Washington. Service people congregate at PRAASA to share their experience. Jamie 
has been to 4 so far. Was new to sobriety when she attended her first PRAASA and was inspired by the 
event. It blew her mind! 3/1-3/3; There will be a Young People’s Room on Thursday with games and fun! 
And that’s free! Held at the Irvine Marriott. Online registration ends February 25, 2019. Parking costs $12 
per day with In-and-out privileges. Free shuttles from nearby hotels. Saturday evening banquet which caps 
at 850 people. There’s an Al-anon lunch. Over 1100 people registered already. GSR Orientation, Panels 
and one topic: Diversity, Let’s keep our Doors open for all who may suffer from alcoholism. Menu for the 
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hotel and cost amount, Delegate Ask-it-Basket, Friday Night Dinner, and Jamie conducted a vote on food 
options for Area 5 meal: Pizza, Mexican or Chinese? Gordy, “Bring cash to pay for the food!” Jamie will be 
speaking on a panel Friday night!
Coffee Break 
Costs  and  Expenses:  Nadine S.,  Finance Chair  Reported:  Food cost  today is  $266.00.  Food Kitty 
collection so far is only $232. Still $34 short of collecting meal expenses. 
Panel 69 Officers’ Reports:
Alt. Delegate, Lauren A., reported:
• Pre-Conference Workshop: She’s been working with Delegate on Pre-Conference Workshop. Created 
questionnaires  and  it  will  be  held  April  6th  and  7th  in  Rosemead.   Questionnaires,  Surveys  and 
Background material are on the website. GSRs can fill them out online. Encouraged DCMs to bring the 
GSRs to the Pre-Conference Workshop. District 18 will host Day 1 and CIH will host Day 2. Deadline to 
complete surveys will  be April  25th.  Would like to thank the Website Committee and Webmaster for 
helping with forms and surveys. Should have background on CD’s by PRAASA.
• Unity Day Local Forum: will be held July 13 and 14, 2019. Subcommittees are being formed: Hospitality, 
Setup, Volunteers, Clean Up, and others. Please volunteer.
• PRAASA: Lauren shared history of Area 5’s Friday Night Dinner: Delegate for Area 5 during Panel 43, 
who just passed away, her husband started the tradition by looking for places to eat Friday evening. That 
eventually became our annual tradition. Gordy is PRAASA Czar. Looking forward to roundtables and 
Jamie’s presentation. She was very nervous when she presented at PRAASA several years ago.
• Audit Sub-Committee: Thomas B., Jim W and Lauren. Thomas B. will fill in for Scott M., as his work 
schedule preventing his ability to serve.
• Continues to pray for the Delegate. See you @ PRAASA!
Secretary, Doug S.., reported:
• Honored to serve as Panel 69 Secretary. Gets to relive the Assemblies and ACM’s over and over again. 
Listening to own voice is a bit awkward, but it’s pretty cool!
•  Excited about going to PRAASA next week! Attended Assembly last month. Offered to attend any 
District meeting as desired and provided contact information.
• Completed Assembly minutes already and sent that to Translation Committee. Will send to SCAAN 
Committee when they’re ready.
Contributions Treasurer, Sharron S., reported: 
• Has 3 returned receipts that came back as not deliverable. Advises DCMs to come pick those up so they 
can be hand delivered.
•  Contributions  Report  are  on  the  table:  Made  a  motion  to  approve  the  Contributions  report  as 
presented at the Winter Assembly, January 26, 2019. Seconded by Finance Committee.  Motion passed 
with  one  opposition.  Jim  I.,  came  to  the  microphone  to  state  the  Treasurers  should  report  their 
contributions figures match on their respective reports.
• It was confirmed the contributions figures match on both reports, Yes. 
• Individual contributions: Area 5’s planned contributions are much higher than last year. Encouraged 
GSRs and others to contribute directly to the Area, and we have already received several. Mentions the 
campaign, $5 for Area 5! Thank you!
Accounts Treasurer, Brian P., reported:
• 2018 Financial Report: Explained the process for approving the Area Finance Reports. Noted a change 
to the report that was identified by Jim I. Correction to page 6, section 610 Regional Forum Expenses. 
Some expenses were categorized in the Delegate’s line item. Line 610-60, Delegate Expenses should be 
$722.83, and line 610-61, Regional Forum Other People, should be $1736.56. Amended by Brian (Regional 
Forum changes). 
• Motion to approve the amended report. Seconded by the Finance Committee. Motion passes with none 
opposed. 
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•  PRAASA:  Brian  is  going  to  PRAASA.  Advances:  If  you  want  or  need an  advance  let  Brian  know. 
Committee Chairs = $125.00. Officers = $500.00. Thanked past Treasurers for helping.
Registrar, Nikki U., reported:
• After the Winter Assembly Nikki went home with over 40 registration forms and received numerous 
emails from new GSRs. If you can’t read it neither can I! Please write legibly; 
• Offers to visit District or A.A. Meeting visits 
Chairperson, Zoraida R., reported: 
• Thanks, Officers, for all the Service that occurs behind the scenes. It’s an opportunity to grow! Can’t do 
her job without support.
• Since the last ACM, November 2018, Zoraida attended the Area 93 Elections, 4 Area DCM Sharing 
Session, the 3rd Legacy Meeting, CIH meeting yesterday and some District meetings. Also visited local 
Hospitals &Institutions meeting. 
• Local Unity Forum: Service as the Program Committee Chair, it’s an awesome experience!  Please join 
a Committee!
• Mentioned participation in the 55th Annual Women’s Conference held in Los Angeles. Workshops for 
the Spanish speaking women.
• 2019 Area Budget: Were not able to vote on the Final 2019 Budget at the January 2019, Assembly, since 
the incorrect version was printed for distribution. Did a preliminary Officer Approval since the motion 
was tabled at the Assembly. We will vote on it during the next Assembly.
•  2020 International  Conference will  be held in July 2020. Information will  be available on the A.A. 
website (https://aa.org) in March. Registration will begin September this year.
4  Area  DCM  Sharing  Session  Report  Back,  Jacobo  M.,  DCM  District  33.  Jacobo  M., 
reported:
Jacobo thanked Area Chair for the opportunity. It was a great experience. Exchanged a lot of information 
between the attendees. Participated in numerous roundtables. Members have different point-of-view and 
what A.A. means to me and others. At the Hispanic Table he was surprise that some people don’t look at 
Women’s Groups as a good thing. He was shocked at the attitude some people have and believes we need 
to work on this idea. We need to be open minded. Our founders were open minded. It was great to meet 
people from different Areas. 
Presentation on the Spiritual Principles of Concept 2 and Tradition 2 (Group Conscience and 
Trust/Reliance), Jeryl T., Panel 62 Area 09, Past Delegate
Thanked and congratulated the Area 5 Officers of Panel 69. Proud and loves the spirit of rotation. He 
loves A.A. and will continue to repay the debt of gratitude until his dying days. 
For every question in A.A. there are two answers: God and Literature. Jeryl shared his experiences at the 
GSC. There is a strict adherence to time. When you have 2 minutes you get 2 minutes. Period. Write 
down your statement otherwise you’ll run out of time and the bell will ring!
I’m  a  member  in  good  standing  in  A.A.  because,  in  Tradition  3,  I  say  so.  In  the  long  form:  ‘Our 
membership ought to include all who suffer from alcoholism.’ Tradition 2, For our group purpose there is 
but one ultimate authority – a loving God as He may express Himself in our group conscience.’ 
Has anyone finished the Steps?  Put your hands down!  In the steps,  there are three words:  Improve, 
Continue, Practice. You can’ t finish the Steps. How many people want caffeine in their coffee? How many 
want de-café? We just did a Group Conscience! Jeryl talks about “an informed group conscience”. If we’re 
not informed, we can’t take an informed group conscience!
Concept 2, Jeryl read the Concept, ‘When, in 1955, the A.A. groups confirmed the permanent charter for 
their General Service Conference, they thereby delegated to the Conference complete authority for the 
active maintenance of our world services and thereby made the Conference — excepting for any change 
in the Twelve Traditions or in Article 12 of the Conference Charter — the actual voice and the effective 
conscience for our whole Society.’
We gave the authority to the General Service Conference to run all of A.A. There are 93 Delegates at the 
GSC, 21 Trustees, and 8 or 9 staff members. They all have a voice. All of them, except for 7, are alcoholics. 
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All covered by the same spirit. What’s great is we rotate them. No one gets too powerful. We were blessed 
by God! It’s not my God, otherwise that would separate himself from everyone else and their God. Bring 
this message to A.A. right through the GSR, which as Bill W. suggested is, “Probably the most import 
person in A.A.” Who’s responsible? Raise your hands! We’re all responsible to train and support the GSR. 
To “Carry this message to the men and women who still suffer from alcoholism.”
I get my marching orders from God. Usually God comes to me in another form, such as today’s ACM., 
the meetings, people, his wife, etc. (And sometimes I listen!). We need to make certain A.A. is here when 
new people arrive. We need to take the Steps in order to stay sober. Live the traditions and Concept of 
Service. My job is to share my experience strength and hope. Thanks for listening!
Roundtable Discussions:
The Chair explained the roundtables and the questions are available on the tables. She requested scribes 
document responses to the questions and report back following.
In your opinion how effective is the Conference Process in informing members?

1. In your opinion how effective is the Conference Process in gathering the collective conscience?
2. How well does the Conference Process represent the collective conscience in making decisions 

for A.A. as a whole?
3. Is the Conference Process worthy of our members trust? Why or why not?
4. What can we do to improve the effectiveness of the Conference Process?

Roundtable Report Backs:
The Chair called the meeting back to order for report backs to the ACM at 12:50 p.m. Roundtable report 
backs were completed at 1:15 p.m.
Chair thanked D-13 for hosting;
Local Unity Forum Presentation, Ted C., Ad-hoc Committee Chair, Local Unity Forum. Ted reported: 
Ad-Hoc Local Unity Forum Committee Chair. Wants to get everyone excited today for our Unity Forum. Took a 
couple years to get involved in Service. Chose General Service. He could have chosen something other than General 
Service, such as Hospitals & Institutions, Central Office, and others. There are silos of information. The goal is to 
work together to share information. Get under one roof and talk about ways to help alcoholics. Decided to use 
Westminster Church here in Pasadena. There are plenty of service sub-committees to get assigned to support the 
various Committee Chairs. Outreach, Program development, Hospitality committee, Registration. The event will 
include round tables, an Ask It Basket, and ideas how to reach suffering alcoholics. There are beautiful fliers on the 
back table. Please take them and share with your Groups.
Unfinished and New Business
Secretary reported the 2019 Calendar has an error section of the Calendar.  The ACM for September 21,  2019, 
indicates the day of week is  Saturday,  but the notes show Sunday. I will  fix the calendar and notes the date is 
accurate, though it’s a Saturday. District 30 indicates they agreed at the January Assembly to host the Fall Assembly 
October 20.  
The Chair indicates Assembly dated August 24, 2019 remains available for a District to host.
Good and Welfare Announcements
Local Unity Forum – An issue was raised with accessing the bi-weekly conference call.  There is a 1 penny per 
minute rate to access the conference service. Ted C., Local Unity Forum Chair, acknowledges there is a 1 cent per 
minute charge. The Committee agreed that service is the best way to conduct the meetings. If someone has a better 
way to conduct remote conference calls he’s opened to listening. Please reach out to Ted if you have suggestions. 
Question about H&I fundraising activities, such as raffles, and the like. Thomas S. shared on the Intergroups, of 
which  H&I  is  one.  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  Pacific  Regional  Forum,  that  Intergroups,  all 
intergroups, are outside the purview of General Service structure. Not outside A.A. per se, but outside General 
Service.
The next 3rd Legacy Meeting will be held Saturday, May 18, 2019, in Arcadia. Hosted by Districts 3, 4, 13 and 30.
Motion to Adjourn
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting, closing with the Responsibility Pledge in Spanish 
and English. (1:30 p.m.)
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A.A. AREA 05 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AREA ‘ORIENTATION’ ASSEMBLY AGENDA 

Saturday - January 26, 2019
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

1757 North Lake Avenue 
Pasadena, CA 91104 

Host: District 3 
Area Chairperson, Zoraida R., opened the meeting with a welcoming statement and opening comments 
at 9:00 a.m.  
Broke into Orientation Sessions:
New Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Chairs and Alternates (led by Chair, Zoraida R. & Registrar, Nikki U.)
New GSR and Alternate GSR Orientation (led by Alternate Delegate, Lauren A.)
Returning GSR and Alternate GSR Orientation (led by Delegate, Thomas S.)
DCM, DCMC and Alternates Orientation (led by Panel 67 Past Delegate, Thomas B.)
Introductions of  Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Chairs and Alternates at 10:00 am:
Introductions of Committee Chairs and where they plan to meet. Broke into Committee Meetings @ 
10:20
Call-to-Order   
Chairperson Zoraida R. called the Assembly to order at 10:45 a.m. with two minutes of silent mediation 
followed by the Serenity Prayer.  
Acknowledgments & Readings:
A.A. Birthdays for anniversary dates falling between and including October 22, 2018 through January 
26, 2019 were recognized, applauded and serenaded.
The 12 Concepts were read in English by Kyle H., of District 9
The 12 Concepts were read in Spanish by Pascual M.
Introduction of DCMs, DCMCs, and Alternates
Introduction of new GSRs and Alternates
Roll Call:
Registrar Nikki U. conducted the roll call

Total Voting Non-Voting
Secondary 

Role*

General Service Representatives 96 96 0 0

Alternate General Service Representatives 15 10 5 0

District Committee Members 25 24 0 2

Alternate District Committee Members 12 1 11 0

District Committee Member Chairs 3 3 0 0

Alternate District Committee Member Chairs 2 0 2 0

Committee Chairs 17 14 0 3

Alternate Committee Chairs 16 5 9 2

Area Officers 7 7 0 0

Past Delegates 6 6 0 0
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Approval of the Agenda
Chairperson Zoraida R. presented the Assembly Agenda as printed in the SCAAN. Motion to approve 
the agenda with following amendments.
Amendments – Chairperson, Zoraida R. – Alt. Finance Committee Chair, George D., will fill in for 
Finance Committee Chair. Added by Doug S., Secretary, approval of July 21, 2019 Assembly Minutes 
(separate handout) which wasn’t approved at the October Election Assembly.
Motion was seconded and passed, none opposed.
2019 Area Budget:
Area Alt. Finance Chair, George D., presents the 2019 Budget. Panel 67 Finance Committee Chair 
describes budget process. Motion to Approve the 2019 Budget was made by Alt. Finance Committee 
Chair, George D. Seconded by Finance Committee member.  
Questions @ Microphone; Member asked about “Actuals for 2018 (Full Year).” George D. responds to the 
questions. Brian P. indicates full 2018 finance numbers are in the Finance Report, which is a separate 
document. Moved to discussion. Alt. Delegate indicates Website Committee budget items aren’t in the 
version presented by Finance Chair.
Motion was tabled by Area Chair, Zoraida R., to the next Assembly, since the correct version of the 2019 
Budget wasn’t printed. Motion to table was made, seconded and passed, none opposed.
Approval of Assembly Minutes from October 21, 2018:
The Secretary advised that the Minutes of the October 21, 2018 Assembly were printed in the SCAAN 
(Area 05 newsletter) which had been distributed for approval. Motion to approve was seconded, passed, 
none opposed.
Approval of Assembly Minutes from July 21, 2018:
The Secretary advised that the Minutes of the July 21, 2018 Assembly were printed as separate handout. 
They were not approved at the October 2018 Election Assembly since we didn’t conduct Area business at 
that Assembly. Motion to approve was seconded, passed, none opposed.
Approval of 2019 Area Calendar:
The Secretary advised that the 2019 Draft Calendar was printed in the SCAAN (Area 05 newsletter) 
which had been distributed for approval. Motion to approve with following amendments was seconded 
and passed:
Amendment – Delegate Thomas S. requests move of the Area Committee Meeting on September 28 to 
September 21. Discussion was held. Three (3) opposed to the change. Minority opinion heard. No one 
from the non-prevailing side asked to change their vote.
Amendment – Zoraida R. requests to move the Steering Committee to December 14th from December 
7th due to conflict with the Hispanic Women’s Workshop. 
Delegate Report and Presentation:
Panel 69 Area Delegate, Thomas S., discussed, reported and advised:
• The Delegate thanked all the Officers for their support during Panel 67. Thomas acknowledged Past 
Delegates’ experience and support. Shared about International Convention (1955). We, the General 
Service Representative’s, have replaced Bill & Bob (Smitty as he called him). Referenced an article written 
by Bill W. in 1954 about General Service Conference’s early years. The first few years were an experiment 

Visitors 13 0 13 0

Subtotal 212 165 40 7
Adjustment for Individuals Serving in Multiple 
Roles* -7

Total Attendance 205
* These individuals serve in another area role (e.g. a Committee Chair that is also a GSR.)  So that they are not 
counted twice, their presence in this role is not being counted towards total attendance.
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in turning over the management, growth and maintenance of A.A. to the Fellowship. Bill W. indicates the 
experiment went well and they will turn over the entire management of A.A. at the 1955 conference.  
• New Delegate Buddy: – The  Delegate was assigned a buddy - Thomas’s GSC buddy is from Area 25, 
which is Kansas. Read a letter from Area 25 Delegate. He’s interested in Area 5’s 3rd Legacy meeting. State 
of Kansas has 325 total groups with membership of 8,200. Area 25 was described as a rural area, with small 
number of meetings in counties and towns. Some Districts cover 6 counties with only a few meetings in 
those counties.  
• Described the GSC: There are 93 Delegates, 138 voting members, Trustees, non-Trustee Directors, 
various others and Staff positions. The General Service Conference is a year-long process, which he will 
talk more about later this afternoon. The Conference has committees, as we do in Area 5. Thomas S. was 
assigned to the Conference Committee on Trustees.  
• Agenda Items: The Delegate’s committee has five proposed agenda items. One deals with the 
Manuscript Issue, which has not been completely resolved. We will have questions on this issue at the 
Pre-Conference Workshop. Another item under consideration is a change to the organization of the 
General Service Board by replacing four Class A Trustees with four Class B Trustees. The Delegate’s 
committee will consider implementing new requirements to procedures to Regional Trustees, and 
Trustees at Large, and how they are elected. You can see he will be busy this year.  
• A commitment given to him by the Staff Coordinator: – Area service highlights are due on Wednesday, 
February 20th. He will submit those one-week prior to the deadline. He will present highlights at the 
GSC. 
• A.A. Membership Census:  The latest census was conducted in 2014. A.A.’s membership is 89% White, 
4% Black. The Delegate has a personal interest to expand participation in African American community, 
especially here in southern California. He reached out to Area 5’s Spanish speaking District’s to use that 
model in his outreach efforts. 
Four Area DCM Sharing Session Presentation & Report:
Sandra C., from DCMC Westside Combined Districts and Rogelio S., from DCM Dist. 50, presented on 
the Four Area DCM Sharing Session, which will be held next Saturday, February 2, 2019. This year will be 
hosted by Area 9, which will be held in Buena Park. Rogelio also reported on Committee Meeting 
activities, participants, food, and tables setup. The final committee meeting was held in Riverside on 
January 12, 2019. They are expecting about 200 people. Each Area contributes $500.00 to share the 
expenses. Area 5 needs one (1) more English speaking scribe to take notes during the roundtables. Zoraida 
reminded us it’s open to everyone - not just for DCM’s!
3rd Annual Hispanic Women’s Workshop Report: 
Hispanic Women’s Workshop Chair & Alternate (Maria Q. & Olga M.) made a report on the event held 
December 7, 2018, in San Francisco. They had 160 Women in attendance. Moderators were Irene from La 
Vina and Kathy F., Pacific Regional Trustee. Zoraida discussed how the pamphlet for the Hispanic 
Women was produced. They had roundtable discussions, sobriety countdown and special groups in A.A. 
The 4th Annual workshop will be held in Area 9.
Lunch
We broke for lunch at 12:15 p.m. Alternate Finance Chair, George D., announced lunch cost $1000.00, 
and requested people contribute to the food kitty. Announcement will be made later whether they meet 
the collection. Reconvened meeting at 12:55 p.m.
Officer Reports: 
• Alternate Delegate, Lauren A.: Thanked everyone for support last Panel. Attended December and 
January L.A. Central Office (LACO) meetings. LACO passed their budget and will help finance Area 5 
Local Forum, July 13-14, 2019, which you’ll hear more about this afternoon. She will attend the H & I 
Intergroup meeting tomorrow in Long Beach, and the Four-Area DCM Sharing Session next Saturday. She 
was asked to speak on the Concepts at the 55th International Women’s Conference with Mary T., Past 
Delegate Panel 51. She acts as the Area’s Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and heads the Area’s Audit 
Subcommittee that was formed several Panels ago to keep track of the Area finances. The Accounts 
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Treasurer and Area Secretary are signatories on the checks this Panel. Area procedures require two 
signatures on all checks. Thomas B. and Scott M. will also serve on the Audit Subcommittee. The Pre-
conference Workshop will be held April 6 and 7, 2019. Lauren asked for a District to host Day 1 (Saturday, 
April 6). Day 2 (Sunday, April 7) will be hosted by CIH Spanish Speaking Districts. District 18 volunteered 
to host Day 1. 
• Registrar, Nikki U.: Hasn’t gone to sleep before midnight past four days. Nikki described the duties of 
the Registrar and processes to make changes for new GSR’s. Asked new GSR’s to fill out Group Change 
Forms, and/or New Group Forms to update contact information.  She is honored and challenged by this 
commitment this Panel, which is a two (2) year term. She described terminology and acronyms used 
during the meetings, such as Panel 69 and Panel 68, for those whom are new. 
• Secretary, Doug S.: Described duties of the Secretary and reports he creates, the process to approve 
reports from last Panel, and maintain the Area Calendar. Reminded people to speak into the microphone 
so comments are captured on the recording. Requested Committee Chairs to provide written reports to 
the Secretary, if they have them, so he can better document the activities. 
• Contributions Treasurer, Sharron S.: Sharron described duties of the Contributions Treasurer, indicated 
2018 Fourth Quarter Contributions Report was distributed for review. Sharron indicated the Area 
contributions for 2018 was greater than projected. Projected income for 2019 is much higher than 2018 to 
help fund projects this year. Described ideas to increase contributions to the area – several campaigns she 
will communicate across the Area in coming months. Online Contributions will be available on the Area 5 
website soon. Question: Is our 2019 projected income budgeted realistic? Answer: We’ll discuss this 
during the next meeting. The Area has projected $43,000.00 Group contributions, which is a very 
aggressive figure, and believes a campaign of $5 for Area 5 from each GSR will significantly increase our 
income for 2019.
• Accounts Treasurer, Brian P.: Brian described the duties of the Accounts Treasurer, and presented the 
2018 Final Finance Report which should be taken to the Groups and reviewed by GSRs, DCMs and 
members, and will be brought to ACM for approval. Mentioned the 2019 Budget has expected expenses 
greater than income from contributions. He described the “upper and lower cash limit”, and it’s 
documented in the Area Guidelines and Policies, and our spending priorities. Will keep close eye on 
account balance and working with Committee Chairs to ensure cash flow doesn’t affect our spending 
goals. We will vote on the finance report at our next Area Committee Meeting (ACM) in February.
• Chairperson, Zoraida R.: Zoraida visited District 3 and 13 this month. Described that visiting Districts is 
really neat,  and learns about respective District’s activities. Zoraida encouraged Committee Chairs, 
Officers, and DCMs to visit Districts. And encouraged GSRs to engage with various committees.
Hosting Requests for 2019 ACMs and Assemblies: Area Chairperson, Zoraida R. asked Districts to 
host upcoming Area meetings. District 13 is hosting ACM on February 24, 2019. Next up is Spring 
Assembly: June 9 – West Side Combined DCMC, Sandra C., volunteered. ACM on July 27, District 33. 
ACM on September 21 will be hosted by the Westside Combined Districts. ACM on November 16 will be 
hosted by District 2. Assembly on August 24th  remained open.
Presentation on Concept 1 and Tradition 1: Gordy H., Public Information Chair (PI), made a 5 
minute presentation on Concept 1 (Collective Conscience) and Tradition 1 (Unity):
• “Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in the collective 
conscience of our whole Fellowship.”  
• “Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.” 
Our commitment to putting the welfare of our society before our personal agenda has kept A.A. alive. 
When we lovingly discuss and reach a collective group conscience, and we are unified in our action we 
help alcoholics stay alive. Like you and me. Gordy thanked the Area for the opportunity to serve. 
Alternate Finance Chair, George D. reports they have collected $1091 for food kitty. Food budget is 
$1000, so we have met our stated obligations. 
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Roundtable Discussions:
The Chair explained the roundtables and the questions are available on the tables. She requested scribes 
document responses to the questions and report back following.
“Our common welfare should come first; personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity.”
Q1: What does unity mean to me?
Q2: Why is it important for me to promote unity in my district, committee area, in A.A. as a whole?
Q3: What are some of my character flaws that prevent me from fostering unity with other alcoholics?
Q4: How does my Unity spiritual practice help me reach the alcoholic still suffering?
“Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in the collective 
conscience of our whole Fellowship.”
Q1: What is the difference between the collective consciousness and the group conscience?
Q2: Why is A.A. considered an inverted triangle?
Q3: Why is it important for me to serve my district and area group responsibly?
Q4: What are some character flaws that prevent me from serving others?
Q5: How being on duty helps me to promote unity and to reach the alcoholic who still suffers?
Roundtable Report Backs:
The Chair called the meeting back to order for report backs to the Assembly at 2:00 p.m. Roundtable 
report backs were completed at 2:25 p.m.
Area Website Presentation, Web Chair, Shawn A: The Web Chair debuted the new website: https://
area05aa.org – displayed the newly redesigned website on the projection screen. Email addresses will 
remain aascaa.org until backend changes are made. Notices will go out when it’s time to make the change. 
Online contributions will be available soon. Thanked everyone that pitched in to help make this possible. 
Members can subscribe to notifications when changes are made, documents are posted, such as the 
SCAAN.
Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Reports: Reports from all Committees:
• Audio Visual Committee, Miguel M., Chair: Miguel reported they had six people in attendance. The 
committee discussed the activities they support, the materials (movie titles, DVDs, and projection 
equipment) they can share at meetings or other events, and ways they can be of service. Want to educate 
members of the information they offer.

• Public Information Committee, Gordy H., Chair: Gordy reported they had seven committee members 
in attendance, including Carlos G., the alternate chair. They have three things on tap: Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs) going in LA again, coordinating with LA Central Office and their billboard 
campaign to get information out, and start a Chinese speaking meeting in Monterey Park. If you know of 
any Chinese speaking A.A. members or A.A. members living in Monterey Park. Please let him know.

• Ad Hoc Local Forum Committee, Ted C., Chair: Ted reported the Local Forum is an A.A. event hosted 
by Area 5 which will be held on July 13 & 14, 2019. It’s an opportunity to expose A.A. members to General 
Service. We will have representatives from General Service Office in New York, the Pacific Region 
Trustee, other services entities, such as Hospitals and Institutions (H&I), Central Office, Young People in 
Alcoholics Anonymous (YPAA), and others in this and surrounding Areas (8, 9, and 93). They had seven 
(7) committee members in attendance, with Amy O., the co-chair. There are many opportunities to 
participate and make this event a success. They’re anticipating 500 people in attendance. Didn’t account 
for translation in their budget and will work to find other funding.

• Guidelines and Policies Committee (G&P), Thomas B., Chair: Thomas reported they had nine (9) 
people in attendance in the committee meeting. Went over scope of the G&P committee. Discussed how 
changes to G&P are made. They will review the G&P and look for items that may need clarification to 
improve functioning of the Area.
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• Literature Committee, David M., Chair: David reported they had nine (9) people in attendance which is 
very exciting. Will continue to feature literature at each Area meeting. Shared how the Literature 
Committee communicates availability of new literature to the fellowship. Had two proposals for new 
literature made at the committee meeting. One for a new service piece on Patient Brokering, which is 
sometimes referred to as “poaching newcomers out of A.A. meetings,” by detox people trying to make 
money off them. And a pamphlet on meditation. They will be discussing those and potentially forwarding 
to the Assembly. 

• Finance Committee, George D., Alt. Chair: George reported they had four (4) people in attendance. 
Mainly did an introduction on the purpose of the committee, and help advise the Assembly on financial 
matters.

• Grapevine La Vina Committee, Dorothy, member of the committee: Dorothy reported she has a 
personal connection to the Grapevine. This is the 75th year of the Grapevine’s existence. There’s a special 
promotion of materials available, including a subscription of the print and digital versions, and many 
other items.

• Corrections Committee, Dayna D., Chair: Dayna reported they had an awesome meeting today. They 
had ten (10) people in attendance, six (6) of which are new members. That’s very exciting! Since January 
they’ve had thirteen (13) letters out to women at LA County Sheriff ’s Century Regional Detention Facility 
(CRDF), and seven (7) out to Twin Towers Men’s Central. They are excited about the number of people 
willing to write to men in correctional facilities, which is in need. Working to further outreach and will 
meet monthly at the H&I meeting, and work with the juvenile coordinator there. Brainstorming on how 
they can reach the hand of A.A. out to more people.

• SCAAN Committee, Ken T., Chair: Ken reported they had four (4) members in attendance. Goal is to 
create a newsletter in a way that’s beneficial to Fellowship in Area 5, but also outside of our Area. 
Something that can be shared with all Groups. Looking for ideas to make the newsletter worthwhile to 
larger audience and more widely circulated. 

• Archives Committee, Mary T., Chair: Mary reported they had nine (9) members in attendance. Plans to 
visit Archives in Mid-southern California Area (MSCA) 9 and Central California Area 93 repositories. Not 
planning to have an Area 5 repository, but rather a website with photos and other information items we 
have. Sort of a mini museum. Our first goal of this Panel is a scope of what we want to collect. If members 
want to donate items, and those that are offered aren’t in that scope, suggest they donate to Central 
Office or some other entity. Made a handout of the three dozen or so things we may want to collect and 
gave that to the Archives Committee members. They can help chose which items are important to the 
Area. When the Districts are planning an event and make a flier, please put the year on it so we know 
exactly when the event was held.

• Treatment Facilities Committee, Larry B., Alt. Chair: Larry reported they had seven (7) members in 
attendance. Described the purpose of Treatment Facilities Committee versus Hospitals and Institutions, 
Public Information, and Central Offices. Mentioned changes in laws to mandate recovery program versus 
suggestions, and other things going on downtown and the broader Los Angeles area.

• Registration Committee, Crystal G., Alt. Chair: Crystal reported there were four (4) people in 
attendance. Discussed ironing out kinks in their system that arose before today’s Assembly. Reviewed a 
few things: DCMs please review the steps to get GSRs registered, make certain they know which District 
they belong. Don’t wait for Assembly to get GSR’s registered. If new GSRs are not registered three (3) 
days in advance of the Area meeting they can’t vote.
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• Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Committee, Raymond Y., Chair: Raymond 
reported they had fourteen (14) members in attendance.  Created a mailing list. Number of projects they 
are planning to begin this Panel.  Encouraged folks to join the mailing list to keep informed and get 
involved. New York has budget for various professional events. There is a Higher Learning Conference 
coming up and we may have a booth there. District 33 is reaching out to various hospitals and institutions 
to get the word out. If you have ideas or projects related to the Professional Community please let him 
know and get involved.

• Cooperation with the Young Community Ad-hoc Committee, Jennifer S., Chair: Jennifer reported on 
the purpose of the committee. Youth is one demographic in our society where people say, “You can’t 
possibly be an alcoholic!” The vision of the committee is to remove the age barrier to anyone seeking 
recovery in A.A. There’s going to be a lot of overlap with other committees such as PI, CPC, and 
Corrections. They are super excited about the opportunities to work together.  Need to get past that 
attitude! Liaison with H&I, and Corrections to visit Juvenile Detention Centers, LGBTQ centers/
agencies to see what the need is there. See her after the meeting to get added to the mailing list.

Interpretation Ad-hoc Committee, Jaime W., Alt. Chair and Dago P., Chair: Jamie reported they had two 
(2) members in attendance. Our goal is to provide interpretation at any Area or District event. Let us 
know what we can provide to you guys and to those that don’t speak English.

Translation Committee, Bill L., Alt. Chair: Bill reported they are keeping up with the translation 
activities. Area minutes, SCAAN, as well as helping Delegate’s report content. Looking forward to 
meeting tomorrow at the CIH meeting to discuss committee and to see where we’re going with this 
Panel. 

Website Committee, Shawn A., Chair: Shawn reported on website shown earlier today. Encouraged 
committee chairs and Districts to post items on the Area website. They need to be translated into 
Spanish and send pdf files via email to webchair@aascaa.org. Be certain to include the year on the flier.

Hispanic Women’s Workshop Ad-hoc Committee, Olga M., Alt. Chair: Olga reports they met in San 
Francisco on December 2, 2018. Discussed tentative dates for the 4th Annual Workshop in 2019, and that 
will be December 7, 2019. They had many people attend from across United States and other foreign 
counties, such as Columbia. They discussed the need for bylaws for the workshop. Thank you!

General Service Conference Process & Pre-Conference Workshop Presentation with Q &A, 
Thomas S., Delegate:
The Delegate reported  the General Service Conference process is year-long. Starting now to prepare for 
GSC 2019. We have many new and returning GSRs, DCMs, DCMCs, and many others with plenty of 
experience. However we have a definitive period of time called the Pre-Conference Workshop. The 
Alternate Delegate will work closely with the Delegate. Lauren A. will run the Pre-Conference Workshop. 
Area 5’s Pre-conference Workshop can not cover all GSC Agenda items. We will focus on items the 
Delegate covers in his committee: Conference Committee on Trustees. 

The Pre-Conference Workshop will be held Saturday, April 6 and Sunday, April 7, 2019. Our guest will be 
Joel C., Past Regional Trustee from San Diego Area 8. Our Area generally has a Staff person from General 
Service Office (GSO) as our guest. Though they need one year advance notice, for due diligence, and Area 
5 customarily has a GSO Staff member join us in the second year of the Panel. The Delegate will work to 
invite someone for our Pre-Conference Workshop in 2020. 

�26

mailto:webchair@aascaa.org


SCAAN QUARTERLY SPRING ISSUE - June 9, 2019 

The format at the Pre-Conference Workshop is presentations. Once we receive the Final Agenda Topics, 
those people will be asked by the Alt. Delegate to present. Topics will be relevant to the Delegate’s 
committee work and items of interest to Area 5 members. We will also have roundtables and workshops 
to obtain feedback. We have a provision in the Concepts, which, if you have studied the Concepts, are 
principles 3, 4, 5, 10 and 12. One of those principles is Right of Decision. We will prepare our Delegate for 
the General Service Conference. The Delegate described voting along lines of Right of Decision. He will 
vote on our behalf and for A.A.’s common welfare.

Questions from microphone: Please describe the concept of right of decision. How does that work? The 
Delegate shared a story from when he was new to General Service. The vote was substantially in favor of 
the motion. The Chair asked for minority opinion and those comments convinced many people to 
reconsider their vote. He had never seen anything like that in his life & opined that, “Corporate America 
ain’t never gonna adopt any of this!” He became enamored with General Service that day.

Lauren: “My job is the pray for the health of the Delegate!”

Pacific Region A. A. Service Assembly (PRAASA) Presentation, Mike P., Panel 59 Past 
Delegate:
Mike reported on PRAASA. What is PRAASA? Described PRAASA. It’s the super charged trolley car 
out of Hell! Listed the States included in the Pacific Region: Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, 
Utah, Arizona, Nevada, Alaska and Hawaii. This is where GSRs, members of groups, DCMs meet from 
far, far away. They come to hear solutions from us and we go to hear solutions from them. There will be 
speakers at PRAASA. This year will be close to us in Irvine! Will be held at the Irvine Marriott March 1-3. 
That’s only 5 weeks away from yesterday! First time participants will be picked to present on the panels. 
Registration costs only $25 for the 3-day event. Mentions luncheons, banquet dinners, and the Friday 
night Area 5 dinner coordinated by the PRAASA Czar, Gordy H. Ask your Group to fund registration, gas 
& some food! Takes a little bit of money and a whole lot of time! There will be great presentations on 
agenda topics, and exciting Q&A sessions, this is a long working weekend! Gordy H. will send an email to 
everyone about the Area 5 dinner on Friday evening.

The Delegate explained there are 15 Areas with 15 Delegates. Delegates agreed they are going to allow five 
(5) attendees, who have not already registered, to go on scholarship and they will pay for their registration 
($25.00). The Delegate will take recommendations, and the decision will be based on affordability – need 
this form (held up a form) – reimbursement form. See Lauren or Zoraida for the form.
Register at PRAASA2019.org

Unfinished Business: None
The next Area meeting, Area Committee Meeting (ACM), will be held February 24,  2019.
New Business: (None)
Question from the floor: Asked about the $43,000.00 projected Group Contributions mentioned by the 
Contributions Treasurer earlier today: How many groups are in Area 5? Registrar = ~1500
Good and Welfare Announcements: 
• Not a Glum Lot Picnic” will be held Sunday, June 23, 2019, hosted by Westside Combined Districts  
• 6th Annual Chili Cook Off, hosted by Intervalley H&I (no date captured)  
• Local Forum (aka Unity Forum) will be held July 13 and 14, 2019, hosted by Area 5 
• Service Summer Camp: August 30 – September 1, 2019, hosted by Combined Hollywood Districts 
Motion to Adjourn
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting, closing with the Responsibility Pledge 
in Spanish and English. (3:50 p.m.)
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A.A. AREA 05 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
SPRING ASSEMBLY AGENDA 

Sunday – June 9, 2019
John Adams School Cafeteria, 2425 16th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90405

Host: Westside Combined Districts

8:00 AA Meeting (Leader: PI Chair, Gordy H. & Meeting Chair: Dist. 18 Secretary, Valerie G.)  
Breakfast, Fellowship & Registration 

9:00 Welcome & Opening Comments
9:05 Call to Order 
2 Minutes Silent Meditation, Serenity Prayer 
AA Birthdays (January 27 – June 9) 
The Twelve Concepts (Short Form) - Spanish and English (Olga M. Alt. DCM Dist. 33 & Alt. Chair 
Hispanic Women’s Workshop (Sp.) & Claude D., GSR (Eng))
9:18 Approval of Agenda (Chair, Zoraida R.) 
Approval of January 26 Assembly Minutes (Secretary, Doug S.)
9:23 Roll Call (Registrar, Nikki U.) 
9:40 Delegate’s Report-Back: 69th General Service Conference Part I - “What I Saw, Heard 
and Felt” (Thomas S.)
10:25 New GSR and Alternate GSR Orientation (Alternate Delegate, Lauren A.)  
Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Meetings 
11:05 Introduction of new GSRs and Alternates (Chair, Zoraida R.)
11:10 Delegate’s Report-Back: 69th General Service Conference Part II – Business Report, Q&A 
(Thomas S.) 
12:10 Local Unity Forum Report (Ted C., Local Forum Chair & Amy O. Alt. Chair & DCM Dist. 4)
12:15 Lunch - Announcement of Estimated Cost for Breakfast & Lunch (Finance Chair, Nadine 
S.)
1:05 Officer Reports: 

◦ Alternate Delegate, Including Audit Subcommittee Report (Lauren A.)
◦ Secretary (Doug S.) 
◦ Accounts Treasurer, Including approval of 2019 First Quarter Financial Report 

(Brian P.) 
◦ Contributions Treasurer, Including approval of 2019 First Quarter Contributions 

Report (Sharron S.)
◦ Registrar (Nikki U.) 

1:30 Chairperson Report (Zoraida R.) 
1:35 Round Tables: Discussing Actions of the 69th GSC with Your Groups (40 min. Discussion, 
20 min Report-Backs-2 min/each)
2:35 Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Reports
3:30 Unfinished Business
• Approval of ACM - Approved 2019 Area Budget (Area Finance Chair, Nadine S.)

3:45 International Convention Video, “Love and Tolerance Is Our Code,” Detroit, Michigan – 
July 2-5, 2020 (Jamie W., Interpretation Ad-Hoc Alt. Chair & DCM Dist. 3)
3:50 New Business / Good and Welfare Announcements
3:55 Closing:  Moment of Silence & Responsibility Statement (Spanish and English)
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