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AREA 05 IN TECH: 20/20 Vision  
For the last few years, I have participated in the National 
Alcoholics Anonymous Technology Workshop (NAATW). The 
NAATW is made up of people from varying backgrounds in 
service.  We come together to communicate our experiences and 
to inform ourselves about using technology in service work. All 
areas of service are involved with NAATW: Intergroup, General 
Service, DCMs, Central Office personnel, home group 
representatives, and general members.  We share information, 
methods, procedures, ethics (and a laugh or two) at each 
technology workshop as we gather, grow and serve. The goal of 
this workshop is to frame the right questions AND share the 
answers with others. In the end, it’s all about group collaboration 
and the sparking of new ideas.
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I traveled to Bowling Green, Kentucky last year 
to represent the interests of my local central 
office, and the other service positions I hold with 
Area05 and District 18. I brought along my own 
cluster of web design, social media tools and 
tricks, a ball of string and bubble gum (just in case 
I was called to action). My goal was to mingle my 
tech experience, good and bad, with other like-
minded folks who have found easier, softer ways. 
to support the cause.
 

During this adventure, I had a meeting with 
Clement C. from the General Service Office in 
New York, who is in charge of GSO 
communications. He oversees a lot of moving 
parts in New York and there are several irons he 
keeps in the fire. You’ve likely heard that GSO is 
undergoing a huge technology change which 
hinders the timeliness of offerings in the short 
term but will streamline the data and business of 
AA long term.  Along with this new platform, 
Clement assured me that we can expect 
transformations in the following areas in 2020:

1. Website:  The new www.aa.org website is under construction with expected launch in Spring 
2020.   

2. Applications:  The newly released Meeting Guide App 3.0 brings enhanced features with 
search, daily reflections, enhanced location functionality, new menu bar, contact and news 
features. 

3. YouTube:  The YouTube channel started in 2017 with public service announcement videos in 
English, Spanish and French. The web address of the channel is: https://www.youtube.com/
c/AlcoholicsAnonymousWorldServicesInc. There are 4,000 subscribers with thousands of 
videos viewed. This project is still in the evaluation stage. 

4. Public Relations:  New Google Ads grants for non-profits will be used as a public 
information tool with new messaging in 2020.  

5. SEO (Search Engine Optimization):  The enhanced optimization will be easier for search 
engines to find content with integrated keywords.

The next NAATW is scheduled for September 11-13, 2020, in Bellevue, Washington. Whether you have an 
extensive background in technology or are just “technology curious,” please remember that ALL ARE 
WELCOME to join the technology discussion. 

Faith B
Area05 Webmaster  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http://www.aa.org/
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/disclaimer?u=http://www.youtube.com/c/AlcoholicsAnonymousWorldServicesInc
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/disclaimer?u=http://www.youtube.com/c/AlcoholicsAnonymousWorldServicesInc
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Year One In Review

Thank you, Area 05, for making my first year as 
Delegate memorable. The experience has changed 
my life. My first article in the second year is to 
recount for you how Year One concluded. 

For the last decade I have visited the General 
Service Office (hereinafter GSO) every year to learn 
more and more about our Fellowship’s beginnings 
and General Service. This year I combined stops in 
Boston and Providence with New York City. 

This year in Archives at GSO I read correspondence 
between Bill W. and Carl Jung. Mr. Jung wrote 
“Alcohol in Latin is ‘spiritus’ and you use the same 
word for the highest religious experience as well as 
for the most depraving poison. The helpful formula 
therefore is: spiritus contra spiritum.” As I 
understand it, spirits against the spirit. We come 
from the spirits to the spirit. I am moved by the 
dichotomy of this reflection.

I was asked to share my experience, strength and 
hope in New York City, the Atlantic Group, Boston, 
the Beacon Group and Providence, the Saturday 
Night Speakers Meeting. I made contact with the 
Delegate in each area through which I travelled. 
These Delegates were surprised at my contact but 
this is what I have learned in the friendly loving 
confines of Area 05.  At each of these shares, I 
emphasized our Fellowship embracing all three 
legacies, Recovery, Unity and Service. At a retreat in 
December this year I heard Bill N., a past Trustee, 
share about one legacy and two legacy members of 
our Fellowship. He stressed the importance to the 
survival of Alcoholics Anonymous of the three 
legacy members of our Fellowship. It was one of the 
most powerful shares I’ve heard regarding General 
Service. I further listened to a CD of Bill W. from a 
talk circa 1952 regarding the Fellowship’s 
participation in General Service. In this share Bill 
seemed to be a bit annoyed at members’ lack of 
concern for General Service. He imbedded this  

concern in the first Tradition, second sentence “A. A. 
must continue to live or most of us will surely die”.

I attended an Area 61 (Rhode Island) Area 
Committee Meeting. Two very interesting 
occurrences; 1) the Public Information Committee 
contracts with the states 7 newspapers whenever 
they have unsold add space, the newspapers will run 
public service announcements for Alcoholics 
Anonymous 2) Ann, the daughter of our Past 
Delegate Mary T., is an Area 61 officer and greeted 
me with such grace. She reminded me of her Mom. 
We took a picture together and immediately texted 
it to Mary. Alcoholism is a family disease with family 
recovery.

My last two days were spent with family. My 
daughter, Nikki, son-in-law Mark and 6 
grandchildren live in Providence. September 12th 
Nikki gave birth to my first granddaughter. This was 
grandpa’s first sighting and holding of this precious 
gift in my life. Needless to say, this trip was 
absolutely filled with joy!    

I wish each of you a safe, sane and sober 2020 one 
day at a time!

Gratitude is just about
the finest attribute we can
 have, and how deeply 
we of A.A. realize this…

Together, we count and
ponder our blessings of life,

of service, of love.
(Bill W. December 1970)

General Service changed my life.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas S., Delegate Area 5 Panel 69  

3

DELEGATE’S REPORT
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AREA 05 PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP 
Saturday and Sunday 
April 4th and 5th, 2020 

 
 

“Ever since our co-founders, Bill W. and Dr. Bob, turned over 
responsibility to the A.A. membership for running its own affairs, 

representatives of the fellowship - our elected Delegates - from 93 areas in 
the U.S. and Canada - meet in May for six days with the trustees of the 
General Service Board, the staff members of the General Service Office 

and the A.A. Grapevine and certain other service workers to review the op-
erations and finances of A.A. World Services and the Grapevine and to ad-

dress questions, concerns and suggestions of the fellowship at large” 
 

This workshop will help inform our delegate  
 

At the pre-conference there will be: 
 

• Presentations on conference agenda items 
• Roundtable discussions on agenda items 
• Discussions of background material on agenda items 
• Roundtable report backs  
 

We are also honored to have a visit from  
Sandra Wilson - Staff Coordinator 

Regional Forums in New York who will be sharing with us all weekend 
 

Send our delegate to the conference with your group’s 
conscious. Have your voice heard. 

 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1757 N. Lake Ave. Pasadena 91104 
9:00 - 4:00  

(Breakfast and Lunch will be served) 
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“The Annual Conference Meeting in all its proceedings, the General Service 
Conference shall observe the spirit of the A.A. Tradition, taking great care that the 
Conference never becomes the seat of perilous wealth or power; that sufficient 
operating funds, plus an ample reserve, be its prudent financial principle; that none 
of the Conference Members shall ever be placed in a position of unqualified authority 
over any of the others; that all important decisions be reached by discussion, vote, 
and whenever possible, by substantial unanimity; that no Conference action ever be 
personally punitive or an incitement to public controversy; that though the 
Conference may act for the service of Alcoholics Anonymous, it shall never perform 
any acts of government; and that, like the Society of Alcoholics Anonymous which it 
serves, the Conference itself will always remain democratic in thought and action.” 
— General Warranties of the Conference, Concept XII, Twelve Concepts 
for World Service

When I started my journey in General Service I 
had no idea what I was in for. Like a lot of us, none 
of my meetings, even Big Book and Twelve and 
Twelve meetings, talked about the Concepts or the 
Conference. I remember vague comments on how 
“no one was in charge” and “we make the decisions 
for A.A. as a whole.” This was all comforting but I 
was concentrating on staying sober and doing 
service in my groups. I eventually branched out to 
H&I and answering phones at L.A. Central Office 
but still hadn’t delved into the real history of A.A. 
or how the movement is maintained and 
protected. 

After I went to an assembly one day with a friend, 
my eyes were opened to the real structure and how 
A.A. works. It was exciting to me and inspired me 
to learn all that I could. It has taken me years to 
understand everything and today I am still learning. 
Mostly I learned by doing. I was a GSR, Alt. DCM, 
DCM, Committee Chair and then started standing 
for officer commitments. I stand on the shoulders 
of giants now as your elected Alternate Delegate.

It’s my job and pleasure to create the pre-
conference workshop for our area along with our 
delegate so that we can participate in the process of 
the conference. I will be preparing the background 
material for our website so that you and your 

groups will have time to discuss the agenda items 
beforehand. Your attendance at the pre-conference 
workshop is crucial. Each agenda item will have a 
presentation by a member of the area and our 
delegate, Thomas S., will hear your reports on the 
items we discuss in roundtables that he will carry 
with him to the conference. This is how YOU 
participate in the General Service Conference and 
enact change, review new literature proposals and 
give your opinions and ideas on finance and the 
Grapevine to name only a few. While the 
conference in May is the beginning of this process, 
it continues throughout the year and our delegate 
will inform us as things progress.

We are also honored with a special visit from 
Sandra W. from the General Service Office in New 
York. She is the Staff Coordinator for Regional 
Forums and will be sharing with us during both 
days of the conference. 

I look forward to seeing you at the pre-conference 
in April and hearing your discussions and report 
backs. 

Yours In Service,
Lauren A.
Alternate Delegate Area 05 - Panel 69 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We ARE RESPONSIBLE: 
THE PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOP
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Arizona
Area 03

PRAASA
2020

$195/night + taxes & fees (rate is good March 2 – March 11). 
Reserve by 5pm on February 11, 2020 to guarantee rate. 

TO RESERVE YOUR ROOM VISIT: https://bit.ly/2H7MCGy

 AA       
 Al-Anon   
 Alateen   
 Friend     AREA # _______________

Interpretation Provided: Español & ASL
MUST BE RESERVED BY FEBRUARY 7, 2020

  Requiero interpretation Español  
  I require ASL       I require other ___________

Accessibility Needs:
  Hearing Impaired   Onsite Mobility Assistance 

  Dietary Restrictions  __________________

For online registration, hotel reservations,  
to volunteer, and for general information visit 

www.PRAASA.org

53RD PACIFIC REGION ALCOHOLICS  
ANONYMOUS SERVICE ASSEMBLY 
The purpose of PRAASA is to:

•  Develop greater unity among the members, 
groups, and Areas of the Pacific Region,

•  Encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences,
•  Provide an opportunity for members to discuss 

pertinent aspects of Alcoholics Anonymous. 
The Assembly and the PRAASA Committee should 
always foster the Recovery, Unity and Service legacies  
of Alcoholics Anonymous.

   This is my first PRAASA!

PRAASA starts Friday, March 6th at 12:30pm and ends 
Sunday, March 8th at 12:15pm. Early bird meeting: Thursday, 

March 5th at 7:30pm (see program for AA & Al-Anon meetings).  
Young People (YPAA) Program Friday & Saturday nights. 

SERVICE POSITION (circle one):  AA Member;   
YPAA;  Intergroup;  GSR;  Alt. GSR;  DCM;   
Alt. DCM;  DCMC;  Alt. DCMC;  District Committee;   
Area Committee;  Delegate;  Alt. Delegate;   
Past Delegate;  Trustee;  Past Trustee:  Other _____

Mail in Registration Deadline: February 17.
Make Checks Payable to “PRAASA 2020”  

and Mail to: PRAASA 2020,  
Box 1414, Green Valley, AZ 85622

WESTIN LA PALOMA RESORT
3800 E. SUNRISE DRIVE, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85718

MARCH 6 - 8, 2020

First Name ________________________________________

Last Name ________________________________________

Name on Badge ___________________________________

Street Address ____________________________________

City________________________________   State_________

Zip _______________  Phone__________________________

Email _____________________________________________

  Registration $25.00

  Scholarship Donation $

  Friday Dinner – Pasta Buffet $45.00

  Saturday Lunch (All are welcome) 
      featuring an Al-Anon Speaker  $35.00

  Saturday Banquet Dinner  
      (circle one)   Flat Iron Steak  OR  Salmon   $55.00

  Saturday Ice Cream Social  $10.00

  Delegates Only Lunch (Saturday)   $35.00

  Past Delegates Only Lunch (Saturday) $35.00

     TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $

PLEASE CHECK BOX(ES)     FEE  
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Q: When did you become a GSR?
A: When I had 30 days sober, in the fall of 
2013.  My friend had been the GSR and went 
out. I took the commitment, because it seemed 
like the right thing 
to do.

Q: What was 
your first 
reaction to being 
a GSR?
A: I was totally 
confused.  

Q: What made 
you stay and 
become the 
Interpretation 
Chair at the Area 
level?
A: My profession is 
as an American 
Sign language 
interpreter. I wanted 
to use my professional knowledge to be of service 
to the fellowship and deaf members of AA. 

Q: Was that a need you saw that wasn’t being 
filled? 
A: I have only met two deaf members of AA in 
the LA area since I got sober.  One is a current 
GSR and one was a woman I met in my recovery 
home. She didn't know sign language and I would 
use a laptop and type the meeting out to her. I 
saw that as a need, not just for those who are deaf, 
but for all of those who have any hearing issues. I 
believe there are people in the deaf community 
who are in need of AA, but haven’t found us or 
feel like they can come to us, because of a possible 
language barrier.

Q: What would you say to the deaf alcoholic? 
A: Come to AA. You are welcome here. Also, 
remember to advocate for yourself. Call your local 

central office and ask them about interpreted 
meetings. Tell them there is a need for interpreted 
meetings. If the fellowship doesn’t know there is a 
need in an area, then how can it be filled?

 
Q: What is one 
thing you want 
people you to 
know about the 
Interpretation 
Committee? 
A: I just want 
people to know 
that AA is 
accessible, not just 
for sign language 
and not just for 
Spanish, but for 
other languages; 
any language 
somebody comes at 
us with.

Q: When you think 
about your goals for the Interpretation 
Committee what do those look like? 
A: My goal is to have a group of interpreters 
whom I can call upon when the need arises. For 
example, there’s a WACYPAA conference and 
I’ve been asked to provide services. If anyone else 
were to come to me, I would like to have a list 
ready for them and be able to share with them 
how it works. If there’s a need, I'm here to hear it 
and accommodate.

Q: What would be the steps if someone 
needs help with interpretation? 
A: It’s pretty simple. Email me, let me know when 
the event is, what the budget is, how long you 
would need interpreters. Then I can present them 
to my professional peers.
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I Am 
Responsible 
An Interview With The Area 05 

Interpretation Chair

The Responsibility Statement reads: I am Responsible. When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, 
I want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And for that: I am responsible. 

Here is one A.A.’s story of commitment to General Service and Area level committee work.
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Q: What things have you found surprising as 
a result of being DCM and your 
participation at Area level?  
A: I was scared at the beginning of it because it 
felt like I didn’t know what I was doing. I was 
intimidated by the title. I felt like I should know a 
lot of things, even though I didn’t know anything. 
I’m constantly learning as I attend the different 
meetings, whether at the district or area level. I 
realize I don’t have to know everything and that 
it’s okay to ask questions, especially if I need 
help. 

Q: How has your work in the rooms affected 
your life outside of the rooms? 
A: I am more open about my recovery among 
non-recovery people. I feel secure in my 
membership in AA and the work that I do. I used 
to be afraid or embarrassed to be part of AA and 
now I really don’t care. I’m a proud member. If 
anyone asked me about it, I’d be happy to tell 
them about it. I like that I’m able to share my 
experience as an alcoholic with those who are not 
familiar with 12 step and those who are in my 
profession.

Q: What have you learned about yourself, as 
a result of being DCM and the 
Interpretation Chair? 
A: I’ve learned that my satisfaction in my personal 
life and recovery life is proportionate to the 
service work I do. What you get is proportionate 
to what you give. I’m not looking to get anything, 
that’s not why I do it, but that’s a very fortunate 
result.

Q: If someone were asked to describe you 
when you first got sober and then describe 
what you are like now, what might they 
say?  
A: In the beginning, when I first got sober, they 
would say I was sad and quiet. Actually somebody 
just talked to me about that and they said, ‘You 
were so sad.” Now I think people who would say 
I’m happy and energetic. They’d say that I’m 
passionate about service work. 

Q: I know we are living “a day at a time”, but 
what do you see your work with area and 
committee work like in the future? 
A: I see me being involved. I really enjoy General 
Service work and I want to do it in any capacity. 
I’ve been a part of the SCANN committee in the 
past and I was also the Grapevine Alternate Chair. 
I want and plan to stay connected in whatever 
way I’m needed.

Q: What would you say to someone debating 
taking a commitment? 
A: Absolutely take the commitment. It’s a short 
time in your life, you meet amazing people and it 
ends up being a lot more fun then your probably 
think it will be.

The Responsibility Statement reads: I am 
Responsible. When anyone, anywhere, reaches 
out for help, I want the hand of A.A. always to be 
there. And for that: Jamie W. is responsible.

Responder: Jamie W. - Interpretations Chair
Interviewer: Ann W. - Alternate Chair SCAAN 
Committee  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1/6/208:53 PM

1/25 Sat Winter Area Assembly
Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa TBD Area 93 4 Area DCM Sharing Session

1 2 3 4 1 2/23 Sun Area Committee Meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3/6 Fri - 3/8 Sun PRAASA
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 3/21 Sat Steering Committee Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 4/4 Sat - 4/5 Sun Pre-Conference Workshop
26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 4/19 Sun - 4/25 Fri General Service Conference

29 30 31 5/17 Sun Spring Area Assembly
6/13 Sat Steering Committee Meeting
6/27 Sat Area Committee Meeting
7/25 Sat Summer Area Assembly

8/16 Sun Area Committee Meeting
Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa 9/12 Sat Steering Committee Meeting

1 2 3 4 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 10/18 Sun Fall Area Election Assembly
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 11/1 Sun El Foro de Servicios Generales
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11/14 Sat Area Committee Meeting
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 12/12 Sat Steering Committee Meeting
26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30

31
Host Districts: 1/25 Assembly - Hollywood Combined

2/24 ACM - District 30
4/4 PCW Day 1 - District 2
4/5 PCW Day 2 - Westside Combined

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa 5/17 Assembly - District 30
1 2 3 4 1 1 2 3 4 5 6/27 ACM - District 3

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 7/25 Assembly - District 33 & CIH
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 8/16 ACM - Hollywood Combined
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 10/18 Assembly - District 14
26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 11/14 ACM - Westside Combined

30 31

4 Area  Share: Host Area 93 / Date TBD

Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa
1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Updated: 11-02-2019
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 27 28 29 30 31 Approved at the November ACM (11-16-2019)

29 30

Notes

October November December

12/5 Hispanic Women's

5/25 Memorial Day

July August September

7/4 Independence Day 9/7 Labor Day

1/20 Martin Luther King Day

7/2-7/5 International Conv.
8/21-8/23 Pacifc Region Frm

2020 DRAFT CALENDAR
January February March

1/1 New Year's Day 2/14 Valentine's Day
2/17 Presidents Day

April May June

4/15 Tax Deadline 5/10 Mother's Day 6/21 Father's Day
4/12 Easter

10/12 Columbus Day
11/26 Thanksgiving 12/25 Christmas

Date TBD Foothill Roundup 

11/11 Veterans Day

9/25-9/27 SoCal Conv.
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DISTRICT CONTACTS
COMBINED DISTRICTS (DCMC = District Committee Member Chair)

DCMC cih@area05aa.org Juan Manuel P
Alt DCMC altcih@area05aa.org Amado G
DCMC chd@area05aa.org Lionell G
Alt DCMC altchd@area05aa.org  
DCMC wcd@area05aa.org Sandra C
Alt DCMC altwcd@area05aa.org Eli J

DISTRICTS (DCM = District Committee Member)
DCM district2@area05aa.org Susan P
Alt DCM aldistric2@area05aa.org Jim A
DCM district3@area05aa.org Jamie W
Alt DCM district3@area05aa.org Mataji B
DCM district4@area05aa.org Amy O
Alt DCM altdistrict4@area05aa.org Phillip G
DCM district5@area05aa.org Cynthia L
Alt DCM altdistrict5@area05aa.org Maureen M
DCM district6@area05aa.org Deborah C
Alt DCM altdistrict6@area05.org  
DCM district7@area05aa.org Matthew M
Alt DCM altdistrict7@area05aa.org Carl B
DCM district8@area05aa.org David W
Alt DCM altdistrict8@area05aa.org  
DCM district9@area05aa.org Johanna W
Alt DCM altdistrict9@area05aa.org David L
DCM district10@area05aa.org Dayna D
Alt DCM altdistrict10@area05aa.org Mike C
DCM district13@area05aa.org Jenny P
Alt DCM altdistrict13@area05aa.org Rebecca C
DCM district14@area05aa.org Sandra V
Alt DCM altdistrict14@area05aa.org Nadine S
DCM district15@area05aa.org Larry B
Alt DCM altdistrict15@area05aa.org Tice M
DCM district17@area05aa.org  
Alt DCM altdistrict17@area05aa.org  
DCM district18@area05aa.org Faith B
Alt DCM altdistrict18@area05aa.org Betty  T
DCM district19@area05aa.org David R
Alt DCM altdirstrict19@area05aa.org  
DCM district25@area05aa.org Joan R

Alt DCM altdistrict25@area05aa.org Perry L

DCM district26@area05aa.org  

Alt DCM altdistrict26@area05aa.org  

DCM district30@area05aa.org Nancy H

Alt DCM altdistrict30@area05aa.org Alex  H

DCM district33@area05aa.org Jacobo M

Alt DCM altdistrict33@area05aa.org Olga M

DCM district34@area05aa.org Antonio  M

Alt DCM altdistrict34@area05aa.org Hector Jesus E

DCM district35@area05aa.org Luis M

Alt DCM altdistrict35@area05aa.org Daniel F

DCM district36@area05aa.org Damon D

Alt DCM altdistrict36@area05aa.org Zoe S

DCM district37‐38@area05aa.org Joey P

Alt DCM altdistrict37‐38@area05aa.org Barton L

DCM district39‐40@area05aa.org Beth S

Alt DCM altdistrict39‐40@area05aa.org Ross S

DCM district41@area05aa.org Connor C

Alt DCM altdistrict41@area05aa.org  

DCM district43@area05aa.org David M

Alt DCM altdistrict43@area05aa.org Patty L

DCM district45@area05aa.org Joe C

Alt DCM altdistrict45@area05aa.org  

DCM district46@area05aa.org Lisa O

Alt DCM altdistrict46@area05aa.org Nico K

DCM district49@area05aa.org Julio B

Alt DCM altdistrict49@area05aa.org  

DCM district50@area05aa.org Rogelio Z

Alt DCM altdistrict50@area05aa.org  

DCM district55@area05aa.org Victor G

Alt DCM altdistrict55@area05aa.org Cuauhtemoc S

DCM district56@area05aa.org Timothy H

Alt DCM altdistrict56@area05aa.org Juliana J

DCM district58@area05aa.org Shannon M

Alt DCM altdistrict58@area05aa.org  

District 46: Santa Monica

District 49: (Spanish‐Speaking) LA East, Lincoln Heights, Bell/Cudahy, 
Montebello, Pico Rivera

District 50: (Spanish‐Speaking) Glendale, Altadena, Pasadena, Eagle Rock, 
Highland Park, Lincolhn Heights, El Sereno

District 55: (Spanish‐Speaking) LA South/Central, Lynwood, Inglewood, Culver 
City, Santa Monica

District 56: Hollywood, Los Feliz

District 58: Wilshire, Melrose

District 36: West LA, Ohio Ave.

District 37/38: West LA, Pico Boulevard, Bel Air, Westwood

District 39/40: Malibu, Pacific Palisades, Santa Monica

District 41: West LA, Palms, Rancho Park, Culver City

District 43: West Hollywood, Fairfax, Beverly Hills

District 45: Marina del Rey, Westchester, Playa del Rey, Venice, Santa Monica

District 25: Culver City, West LA, Marina Center

District 26: Eagle Rock, Glassell Park, Highland Park, Mount Washington, Silver 
Lake, Echo Park, Elysian Park, Chinatown, Lincoln Heights, Montecito Heights, El 
Sereno Boyle Heights Commerce East Los Angeles
District 30: Ontario, Upland, Pomona, Claremont, La Verne, Alta Loma, Rancho 
Cucamonga, Chino, Diamond Bar

District 33: (Spanish‐Speaking) Los Angeles, West Hollywood, Glendale

District 34: (Spanish‐Speaking) San Dimas, Pomona, La Verne, Glendora, 
Ontario, Montclaire, Claremont, Chino

District 35: (Spanish‐Speaking) San Gabriel East, Azusa, Baldwin Park, El Monte, 
Pomona, Whittier

District 13: Alhambra, Arcadia, Bradbury, Duarte, El Monte, Monrovia, 
Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, South El Monte, Sierra Madre, Temple 
District 14: Downey, Bell Gardens, Montebello, Paramount, Pico Rivera

District 15: Inglewood, Hawthorne, El Segundo, Westchester, Crenshaw

District 17: South Gate, Watts, Huntington Park

District 18: Whittier, La Habra, La Mirada, Hacienda Heights

District 19: Compton, LA ‐ South/Central

District 5: Culver City, West LA

District 6: Brentwood, West LA

District 7: Hollywood, West Hollywood

District 8: Beverly Hills, Century City

District 9: Downtown LA, Echo Park, Silverlake

District 10: LA ‐ Wilshire Corridor

Comite Interdistrital Hispanos
(Districts 33, 34, 35, 49, 50, 55)
Hollywood‐Wilshire‐Downtown Combined Districts
(Districts 9, 10, 26, 56, 58)
Westside Combined Districts
(Districts 5, 6, 8, 15, 19, 25, 36, 37/38, 39/40, 41, 43, 45, 46)

District 2: La Cañada, La Crescenta, Montrose, Sunland

District 3: Altadena, Highland Park, Pasadena, S. Pasadena, San Marino

District 4: Azusa, Baldwin Park, Covina, Glendora, La Puente, West Covina
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AREA CONTACTS
Delegate Thomas S

Alternate Delegate Lauren A

Area Chair Zoraida R

Secretary Doug S

Accounts Treasurer Brian P

Contributions Treasurer Sharron S

Registrar Nikki U

Panel 51 Mary T

Panel 53 Jim I

Panel 55 Jim W

Panel 59 Mike P

Panel 61 Marcus F

Panel 63 Juan M

Panel 65 Scott M

Panel 67 Thomas B

* If delegates live elsewhere and participate in another area, they are not voting members of Area 05.

Archives  Chair archives@area05aa.org Mary T

Alt Chair altarchives@area05aa.org Mike M

Audio Visual (AV)  Chair av@area05aa.org Miguel M

Alt Chair altav@area05aa.org Mikey N

Cooperation with the Elder Community (CEC) Chair cec@area05aa.org Antonio A

Alt Chair altcec@area05aa.org Bea D

Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Chair cpc@area05aa.org Raymond Y

Alt Chair altcpc@area05aa.org Kristy L

Corrections Chair corrections@area05aa.org Dayna D

Alt Chair altcorrections@area05aa.org Oscar P

Finance Chair finance@area05aa.org Nadine S

Alt Chair altfinance@area05aa.org Samuel  P

Grapevine & La Viña Chair gvlv@area05aa.org Mike C

Alt Chair altgvlv@area05aa.org Jose A Q

Guidelines & Policies Chair gap@area05aa.org Thomas B

Alt Chair altgap@area05aa.org Deborah  C

Literature Chair literature@area05aa.org David M

Alt Chair altliterature@area05aa.org Armando L

Public Information (PI) Chair pi@area05aa.org Gordy H

Alt Chair altpi@area05aa.org Carlos G

Registration Chair registration@area05aa.org Joe T

Alt Chair altregistration@area05aa.org Crystal G

SCAAN Chair scaan@area05aa.org Ken T

Alt Chair altscaan@area05aa.org Ann W

Translation Chair translation@area05aa.org Jose Luis E

Alt Chair alttranslation@area05aa.org Bill L

Treatment Facilities Chair tfc@area05aa.org Jim I

Alt Chair alttrf@area05aa.org Larry B

Website Chair webchair@area05aa.org Shawn A

Alt Chair altwebchair@area05aa.org Fidel M

Accessibilities (Ad‐hoc) Chair accessibilities@area05aa.org Phranc G

Alt Chair altaccessibilities@area05aa.org Timothy S

Cooperation wih the Young Community (Ad‐hoc) Chair cyc@area05aa.org Jen Kaluhiokalani  S

Alt Chair altcyc@area05aa.org Jimmy M

Hispanic Women's Workshop (Ad‐hoc) Chair mujeres@area05aa.org Maria Q

Alt Chair altmujeres@area05aa.org Olga M

Interpretation (Ad‐hoc) Chair interpretation@area05aa.org Jamie W

Alt Chair altinterpretation@area05aa.org  

panel65@area05aa.org

panel67@area05aa.org

COMMITTEES

panel53@area05aa.org

panel55@area05aa.org

*Panel 57

panel59@area05aa.org

panel61@area05aa.org

panel63@area05aa.org

conttreasurer@area05aa.org

registrar@area05aa.org

PAST DELEGATES
To email all past delegates, use:   pastdelegates@area05aa.org

panel51@area05aa.org

OFFICERS
delegate@area05aa.org

altdelegate@area05aa.org

chairperson@area05aa.org

secretary@area05aa.org

acctstreasurer@area05aa.org
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AREA MAP (English-Speaking Districts) 

 
 

AREA MAP (Spanish-Speaking Districts) 
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A.A. AREA 05 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AREA FALL ASSEMBLY MINUTES

Sunday – October 20, 2019
Claremont Center for Spiritual Living

509 S. College Ave.
Claremont, CA  91711

Host: District 30

Area Chairperson, Zoraida R., opened the meeting with the Serenity prayer in English, two minutes of silent meditation and opening comments 
at 9:00 a.m. She thanked District 30 for hosting the Assembly.

Acknowledgments & Readings:
A.A. Birthdays for anniversary dates falling between and including August 25, 2019 through October 20, 2019 were recognized, applauded and 
serenaded

The 12 Concepts were read in Spanish by Bill L., Alt. Translation Chair
The 12 Concepts were read in English by Armando L., Alt. Literature Chair and DCM, District 30

Broke into Committee Meetings at 9:15 a.m.:
Standing and Ad-Hoc Committee Meetings

Roll Call began at 10:15 a.m.:
Registrar, Nikki U., conducted the roll call:

Introduction of new General Service Representatives and Alternates:
New General Service Representatives and Alternates came to the microphone and introduced themselves and their respective District.

Approval of the Agenda
Chairperson Zoraida R. presented the Assembly Agenda. Noted the agenda printed in the SCAAN has changed. The updated agendas are on the 
back table. Made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion was seconded and approved. None opposed.

Approval of Assembly Minutes from August 24, 2019:
The Secretary advised that the Minutes of the August 24, 2019 Assembly were printed in the SCAAN (Area 05 newsletter) which had been 
distributed for approval. Motion to approve was seconded, passed, none opposed. 

Area Financial Update with Q&A:
The Contributions Treasurer, Sharron S., and Accounts Treasurer, Brian P., presented the current state of the Area’s finances. The Area began 2019 
with balance of $16,401.62 and a lower cash limit of $9358.58. Year to date contributions (income) is $40,485.11, which is historically very good 
amount. Expenses through the 3rd quarter is $43,418.30. End of 3rd quarter account balance is $13,468.43. This leaves the Area with a margin of 
$4,109.85, which is the amount of available funds above the lower cash limit (aka prudent reserve). 

Sharron presented the contributions for the past 4 years (2015-2018). Year over year we have increased income in 2019 significantly. Projected 
income for 2019 is $42,922.00 using historical figures and percentages for 4th quarter (October-December).

Total Voting Non-Voting Secondary Role*
General Service Representatives 68 65 3 0
Alternate General Service Representatives 5 3 2 0
District Committee Members 18 13 0 5
Alternate District Committee Members 6 3 2 1
District Committee Member Chairs 3 3 0 0
Alternate District Committee Member Chairs 0 0 0 0
Committee Chairs 17 13 0 4
Alternate Committee Chairs 12 4 6 2
Area Officers 7 7 0 =
Past Delegates 5 5 0 0
Visitors 0 14 0
Subtotal 155 116 27 12
Adjustment for Individuals Serving in Multiple Roles* -12
Total Attendance 143

* These individuals serve in another area role (e.g. a Committee Chair that is also a GSR.)  So that they are not counted twice, their 
presence in this role is not being counted towards total attendance.
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Projected spending for remainder of 2019 is $16,485.92 without amending the 2019 budget. Purpose of this presentation is to inform the Assembly 
in preparation to propose a budget amendment reducing expenses of Officers, Committee Chairs and other line items. 

The full presentation can be obtained from the Accounts & Contributions Treasurers. There were questions from the floor and answered by the 
treasurers. 

Chairperson’s Report, Zoraida R. reports: Thanked the Finance Committee for their presentation. Discussed items covered during September, 
2019, ACM. We want people to be informed so we can move forward with agenda items presented later today. Explains the process of business 
items, how the Area approaches decision making and how we prepare for a vote on business items. Items passed at the 9/21/2019 ACM: 1) New 
Service Literature on Patient Brokering, as a ‘Service Piece’ not a formal agenda item, which is more formal process; 2) 2019 Budget Amendment 
which was approved at the ACM; 3) Motion to suspend the SCAA Guidelines, Item C.1 of section IX, to fully fund Delegate to the General 
Service Conference (2019), which did not pass, and 4) Proposed 2020 Budget that did not pass.

We will address the following items later today: 1) Motion to Amend the 2019 Budget, as approved at the ACM; 2) present the revised 2020 
Proposed Budget; and the decision to move New GSR Orientation to 8 am, as opposed to the usual 9 am from past Assemblies. The goal of 
moving orientation earlier so those new G.S.R.s can attend the Committee meetings. Lastly, the Area Chair introduces two new Committee 
Chairs: Jaime W., new Interpretation Chair, was alternate, and Deborah C., new Alt. Guidelines and Policies Chair.

Unfinished Business: Motion to Amend 2019 Budget, Doug S. presents the amended budget and makes a motion to “Accept the proposal to 
amend the 2019 Budget for SCAA 05, as presented and approved at the September 21, 2019, A.C.M.” Seconded by member of the Finance 
Committee. 

Purpose of the amended 2019 Budget is to reduce the maximum authorized expenditures for 2019 by an amount of $8560.30, in SCAA’s three 
lower expenditure priorities, which are: #3 Other work of the Area Officers; #4 Work of the Standing and Ad-hoc Committees; #5 Travel 
reimbursement to Area Committee members for attendance at Area Assemblies, Area Committee meetings, Area Steering Committee meetings, 
PRAASA, Forums, etc.; while leaving the two top priorities in tact: #1 Full funding of the Delegate at the annual General Service Conference, 
PRAASA, and Pacific Regional Forum; #2 Payment of necessary Area assembly expenses;

The Area Chair opens the floor for questions. Discussion: two questions asked and responded by Finance Committee members. Motion passed. 
None opposed.

Presentation of Revised 2020 Budget, Finance Chair, Nadine S.: Nadine presents the Revised 2020 Budget. Website Chair requests an 
amendment to item 510-01 Web Site Expenses from $800.00 to $1300.00. Accepted by Finance Chair. Line item 200-01 Assembly Meeting Rent 
changed to $2000.00, lowering from $2400.00, by Finance Chair. ACM Rent 210-01 line item  reduced to $900.00. Lastly, line item Secretary 
510-25 Mileage changed to $50.00. Total projected income from Contributions is $53000.00, with Total 2020 Expenses to $52923.00.

Chair opens the floor for questions: David W. asks for a friendly amendment to add $77.00 to the budget to make it a ‘balanced’ budget of 
$53000.00. Nadine accepted by adding $77.00 back to line item Secretary 510-25 Mileage.

Lunch: Assembly broke for lunch. Estimated Cost for Breakfast and Lunch (Finance Chair, Nadine S.) is approximately $8.50 each. Total cost is 
$1000.00.

Unfinished Business - Continued: Proposal to the General Service Conference: New Service Literature on Patient Brokering in 
A.A. Presented by Connor C., DCM, District 41 & Literature Committee Member. Connor reads the following letter describing the 
proposal:
To Whom it May Concern,
The purpose of this letter is to propose a new piece of service material. The aim of which would be to inform A.A. members of a growing concern about patient 
brokering in the rooms of aa. This issue was brought to the attention of the literature committee by concerned members of groups in area 05. 
Patient brokering (or “body brokering”) is a practice sometimes used by certain treatment facilities, sober livings, and detoxes whereby a middleman (patient broker) 
is given commission for referring new clients. Since insurance companies pay well for treatment, patient brokers as well as the facilities they represent have much 
profit to gain for finding new clientele. Moreover, prospective clients are offered compensation such as free rent, free food, or even money to leave their current facility 
and relapse in order to restart the compensation coming from their insurance company. It is important to note that many treatment facilities, sober livings and detoxes 
are well-intentioned and do not engage in patient brokering. That being said, the potential harm caused to vulnerable members of A.A. seeking a real solution cannot 
be understated. 
Though this practice is in many ways an outside issue, the concern that we should have as A.A. members is that this stops being an outside issue when this occurs 
inside the rooms by people who either explicitly or implicitly put forth their representation of Alcoholics Anonymous. As the long form of Tradition 6 says, 
“Problems of money, property and authority may easily divert us from our primary spiritual aim ... While an A.A. group may cooperate with anyone, such 
cooperation ought never to go so far as affiliation or endorsement, actual or implied” 
Newcomers and old timers alike should be aware of this practice which has grown more prevalent in the last few years across the country. Those of us just entering 
the rooms of A.A. seeking help may get the wrong impression that Alcoholics Anonymous is apathetic and therefore implying endorsement of these predatory 
practices. 
Our goal with this proposed service material is to: Inform A.A. members what “Patient Brokering” is and that it is not affiliated nor is it endorsed by AA as a whole 
and is therefore inconsistent with our traditions. 
“The unselfishness of these men as we have come to know them, the entire absence of profit motive, and their community spirit, is indeed inspiring to one who has 
labored long and wearily in this alcoholic field” - Dr. William Silkworth
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The floor was opened for discussion:

Motion: “To propose a new piece of service material on Patient Brokering, and the letter be rewritten as coming from Area 05 Delegate, with 
grammatical corrections, and delivered to the General Service Office (G.S.O.).”

The Area Chair opens the floor for questions: questions were addressed by the presenter. Motion passed with substantial unanimity. Minority 
Opinion was heard. Motion to reconsider failed by simple majority.

New Business: None

Delegate’s Report, Thomas S., Service Piece: He will update the letter as coming from Delegate, Area 05, will have it ready by 11/16/19 ACM. 
Thomas plans to hand deliver the letter to GSO the following week. Regarding his trip to G.S.O., which he’s doing on his own for “Remote 
Communities Meetings,” (Thomas is the Chair of that Committee). Plans to meet with CPC desk and the General Service Director. If members 
have any topic that you’d Thomas to share with the G.S.O., please contact him directly. Thomas wrote an article in the SCAAN, which is referred 
to as the Delegate’s Report. Brought out attention to another article, written by the Alt. Delegate, inspiring us to continue our work in General 
Service. We also need to add some levity to what we do here. References his A.A. joke book and we can order it directly from Grapevine. He also 
requests the Secretary list certain events on the calendar, e.g. SoCal A.A. Convention, so our members are reminded of those events.

Gross Literature Sales: $7,483,984.00 which is 0.56% more than budgeted. Gross profit is $4,933,328.00 Contributions (January-June 2019): 
$4,002,384.00 which is more than budgeted and greater than year before. Gross profits from literature sales and contributions is $8,935,712.00. 
Which is $313,000.00 more than budgeted. As with Area 05, A.A.’s sales, contributions and profits are up. 

A.A.’s Reserve Fund is 9.6 months. G.S.O.’s goal is 12 months reserve fund. Back in May at G.S.C. it was 9.4 months. Things are getting better. 
Aggregate is $16,016,730.00. Area 05’s revised budget for 2020 will be presented and voted on at the November 16, 2019, ACM. 

Generally the Pacific Regional Trustee chairs Area 05’s October Election. Thomas has asked her to reserve that date even though 2020 budget has 
not yet been approved. Final approval will hopefully occur at the January 2020 Area Assembly.

Thomas relied on past delegates to prepare him for the duties of the Delegate. He thought he had it! There’s a lot more to see than what they can 
share with him. There are some unseen responsibilities and those began to pile up. He was feeling a bit overwhelmed. Our Alt. Delegate has been 
willing to back fill on local matters. He thanked Lauren. From the Delegate’s letter in SCAAN, a woman from a local meeting wanted to start a 
local club house, sent a request to New York (G.S.O.), and he answered the lady’s question from the letter. Replied via email, though Thomas 
prefers phone call. 

There are 93 Areas in the North American Conference (G.S.O.), which includes U.S. and Canada. Delegates of the Areas may have some questions 
they can ask of other Delegates. Thomas was able to respond based on his experience in General Service in Area 05. The most frequent inquiry by 
the other 92 Areas and their Delegates is about Past Delegates. Western Pennsylvania (Area 60): Do your Past Delegates have a voice and a vote 
at the business meetings? Area 5’s Past Delegates do have a vote, if they live in the Area, and regularly attend Area business meetings. When asked 
they serve as Committee Chairs, Service Sponsors, and the like, and they contribute to our welfare. If they live outside the Area they are loved 
and respected, but do not vote. Some other topics asked on the Delegate’s email forum is Service Sponsorship. That’s a big deal in Area 5, but 
apparently not so in other Areas. Online contributions, even though they’re relatively new, are growing in Area 5. GSRs and orientation is handled 
by our Alt Delegate. How do you handle anonymity? What about sending Delegate/Alt. Delegate to International Convention? So, as you can see 
there’s lots going on that we don’t get to see, but Thomas is a busy man!

Hosting Requests: Written bid proposals are accepted by the Area Chair, Zoraida R. Districts please plan to discuss with your Districts and bid 
for upcoming 2020 ACM’s and Assemblies. We will vote on bid requests at upcoming Area meetings.

WACYPAA Presentation: Dayna D., explains function and purpose of WACYPAA. January 2-5, 2020, Omni Hotel in Los Angeles. 
Registration fee is $25.00 https://www.wacypaa23.org

4th Annual Hispanic Women’s Workshop Presentation: 
Olga presents the Hispanic Women’s Workshop will be held December 7, 2019. Each participating Area will  contribute $200.00 to the event. 
The workshop is from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 201 N. Bradford Ave., Placentia,   92780. They will visit the 12 Promises Group October 26, 2019. They 
would like support of all woman. Flyers are available in English and Spanish. The keynote speaker, Alva from District 30, Area 05, from Grupo La 
Luz del Sol is scheduled to share her strength, experience and hope. There are eight (8) topics to choose from and the winning topic is, ‘Oldtimers 
and the Dry Drunks’ They plan to raffle a basket and encourages Groups to donate those to the event. Eva S., past Trustee, will attend from 
G.S.O. and Michelle G., current Trustee from G.S.O. In addition, will be two Hispanic Delegates, from Florida and Texas. They are the only 
Spanish-speaking Delegates joining the workshop. Groups from El Paso, TX, and many others named during Olga’s report will attend.

Archives Workshop Presentation: Archives Chair, Mary T., presents: Presents the Archives displays. Mary shares her experience from 
attending workshops, PRAASA, and other events, and the importance of Committee Chairs attending those workshops. Our Archives are our 
way to tell our collective stories. One of the reasons we have archives is to show our history. She saw lots of different displays there that expanded 
her knowledge of Archives, and how best to leverage materials from G.S.O. How best to preserve artifacts without damaging materials. 
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Summer Service Camp Presentation: Cooperation with the Young Community Chair, Jennifer K.: It was a weekend where we reconnect 
with the curiosity we had as kids. Highlights of the event: Someone from Hawaii and another from Idaho attended. A weekend long program of 
workshops, panels, a color war (competitions), talent/no talent show, s’mores, impromptu, whisper walk (ceremony), miracles showcase (miracles 
of service), seconds and inches, skits. The Committee is already planning next year’s event. Going to create a separate planning committee. 
Various lengths of sobriety represented, from days to years! There’s a new name, “Camp Spirit Fire”. 

Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Reports:
Audio Visual, Miguel M., Chair: Miguel reported they had one (1) member in attendance. He can be reached at  av@aascaa.org &/or 
avchair69@gmail.com supports Area meetings, such as Assemblies, ACMs, Standing Committees, Districts, Groups and Meetings. Presented at 
District 13 business meeting. Upcoming events they will support: Inglewood Step Study 10/26, 11/9 District 14 Saturday Matinee and the ACM 
11/16.
Literature Committee, David M., Chair: David reported, they had six (6) members in attendance. Working in the Patient Brokering service piece, 
talking about the Literature Conference process, policies and guidelines, literature display. Plan to buy the conference approved Joke Book. Our 
Literature Display is available special events if you’d like this at a Round Up, anniversary, or other A.A. events, please contact David.

Guidelines & Policies Committee, Thomas B., Chair: Thomas reported, they had nine (9) of their fourteen (14) members in attendance today, plus 
a visitor, Past Delegate, Scott M. Thomas stated the purpose of the committee. Business they’re actively working: Report on suspending Article 
IX.C, and two (2) new items: update the informal hosting guidelines, which hasn’t been updated in many years. And, how the Area as a whole 
makes recommendation and proposals to the Area and General Service Conference.

Cooperation with the Professional Community (CPC) Committee, Raymond., Member: Raymond reported, they had twelve (12) people in 
attendance today. They introduced Carlos G., as their Spanish speaking coordinator. Working on Area wide C.P.C. effort to allow average A.A. 
member to “sponsor your professional” program. Be it your doctor or some other professional in the community. 

Website Committee, Shawn A., Chair: Shawn reported, they have forms to ‘opt-in’ so Area can begin text messaging as a way to better 
communicate. Mentioned the A.A. Meeting Guide app, Spanish speaking meetings weren’t on the app. They have District 33 meetings on the app 
now. Working with other Spanish Speaking Districts to get their meetings on the app as well. If your District is hosting anything and have a flyer, 
please get that to them so it can be posted on the web site. Area05aa.org emails are now live!

SCAAN Newsletter, Ann W., Alt. Chair: Ann reported their goal is to get voices of people out. This edition they have an article from the 
Corrections Committee with an experience of someone writing to a person who’s incarcerated, and the perspective of that person receiving the 
letters. And someone from Accessibilities write an article, Tim, another on Technology about online contributions. Summer Service Camp photo 
collage. Deadline for the next issue is December 16, 2019. There are plenty of issues for you to take and pass along to your meetings. They want to 
collect digital copies of SCAAN issues from pre-2015. If you have any of those, please let them know.

Treatment Facilities Committee, Jim I., Chair: Jim reported, if you’re interested is getting into “Hospitals and Institutions”, H&I is the place to 
go. Jim has wanted to expand Bridging The Gap (BTG) program – deciding not to change their Guidelines and Policies just yet. Website: wants 
BTG presence on the Area website. Working with Corrections Committee to use their P.O. Box rather than get separate Treatment Facilities P.O. 
box.

Accessibilities Ad-hoc Committee, Phranc G., Chair: Phranc reported, working with Tim. They received an email from a new DCM in District 9 
Area 04 (Arkansas), Looking for guidance how then can provide services to deaf and hard of hearing members in their District. How to get an 
interpreter, how to get literature, etc. Turned them on to Area 8’s Accessibilities Committee, whom they met at PRAASA this year. They have 
seven members today, and Jaime W., the Interpretation Chair. Discussed to make a flyer with topics such as, Is your meeting wheelchair 
accessible? Do you provide child care?, so GSRs can take those to their meetings and post on the Area 05 website.

Corrections Committee, Dana D., Chair: Dana reported, they had two (2) new people in attendance. Shared a recent success story: they 
connected with a woman her release are, which is in Lancaster. They had another woman who received a letter when incarcerated and is now 18 
months sober. She’s now writing letters herself. You can contact her at Area05corrections@gmail.com and corrections@area05aa.org.

Interpretation Ad-hoc Committee, Jamie W., Chair: Jamie reported, no one showed up at her committee meeting. She decided to join the 
Corrections Committee meeting. If there’s a need for American Sign Language (ASL) interpretation information, advice, or anything else, please 
contact her.

Grapevine and La Vina Committee, Dorothy, Member: Dorothy reported, their committee is small. Encourages people to support Grapevine by 
purchasing subscriptions for those in need. 

Cooperation with the Elder Community (CEC) Committee, Bea D., Alt. Chair: Bea reported, she works with Antonio A. They had nine (9) 
members attend today, three of which are new. Six (6) Districts were represented today. They’re visiting the Hispanic Districts. They have active 
participation and encouraging same in Spanish speaking meetings. They’re handing out new pamphlets, in large print. A member representing 
Malibu, getting in touch with Meals on Wheels to obtain permission to pass out pamphlets. Especially, homebound seniors.

Registration Committee, Crystal G., Alt. Chair: Crystal reported, thanked those that helped at the registration table today. Most popular table at 
the beginning of the meeting! Nikki visited Areas 08 and 09 for their Elections. She learned some processes they believe will be helpful for Area 
05’s election next October. They continue to update the Area maps and need written description of District boundaries. 
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Cooperation with the Young Community (CYC) Ad-hoc Committee, Jennifer S., Chair: Jennifer reported, had seven (7) people attend. Had good 
discussions on how to get the message out to young people. One of those is the importance of getting into schools, including middle schools and 
juvenile justice system. Within the next two weeks, apply for clearance to juvenile facilities, which is a lengthy process, and the other is sending an 
email blast out to organizations, including those she meets with as a Social Worker. Getting out the message on what A.A. is and what it’s not! 
She’s very excited to continue this work.

Archives Committee, Mary T., Chair: Mary reported, two (2) years ago approached web master. Recognized this Area is not going to support a 
repository. Perhaps a web site is better. Their committee talked about things people can do in their own Districts. She is soliciting feedback on 
the archive display. Folks shared they like bilingual aspect and there’s too much text. Email feedback to archives@area05aa.org

Finance Committee, Nadine S., Chair: Nadine reported, they had eight (8) people attend. They discussed 2020 Proposed Revised Budget. She will 
send out the pdf copy of the 2020 Proposed Budget presented earlier today. Working to enable electronic payments for lunch at Assembly/
ACMs. 

Translation Committee, Bill L., Alt. Chair: Bill reported, shared the purpose of his committee. 

Officer Reports: 
Alternate Delegate, Lauren A., Including the Audit Subcommittee: Lauren reports, she’s the CFO of the non-profit and works with Area 05 Audit 
Subcommittee. They consult on everything that goes through the bank account to ensure finances are appropriate and accurate. She travels 
around the Area since she’s the Liaison for Intergroup for Central Offices and H&I, in support of the Delegate. Recently drove to Santa Barbara 
for the H&I Committee meeting. Attended the OCH (District 33 Hispanic Central Office), elections for Areas 08 & 09. Visited Districts 7 and 
14 and Area 05 budget planning meetings. She prays for the Delegate, and works closely with Thomas S. Will be on the Host Committee for Area 
5 Hospitality Suite at the 85th International Convention in Detroit in 2020. Will attend the ACM in November and lead New GSR Orientation. 
Reminds people when they attend New GSR Orientation three (3) times in a row they’ll get a book. Will participate in the Spanish Foro 
November 3rd. Thanks the amazing Literature and Archives display, and District 30 hosting today.

Secretary, Doug S.: Thanks Bill L. and Jose Luis for translating the secretary reports. Updated the Draft 2020 Calendar for review and we’ll vote 
on the calendar at the November ACM. Generates the minutes from ACM and Assemblies, requests emailed reports to increase accuracy, and 
shares the full audio is available for those interested in listening to full comments. Attended Budget planning meetings and thankful of the 
contributions. The ACM minutes were distributed separately, and, as such, was not included in printed versions of the SCAAN distributed today. 
However they will be included in the digital versions of the SCAAN. 

Registrar, Nikki U.: Nikki shared she’s struggling a bit since G.S.O. has migrated to a new database. Cut the Registrars off from direct access. 
Since July they have migrated data from the old database. Groups will be new Group numbers eventually. Access to the information is not online. 
She will forward documents to G.S.O. rather input herself with direct access to registration DB. Should have access sometime during the 1st 
quarter 2020. If you have not received New GSR packets, please let her know. Attended the Election Assemblies for  Areas 08 & 09. Updates 
the Area on mapping program. She’s looking for written description of your respective District boundary. 

Accounts Treasurer, Brian P., Including Presentation of 2nd and 3rd Quarter 2019 Financial Reports: Brian reports, thanked everyone for their 
attention to the Area Budget. Attended Areas 08 and 09 elections, National A.A. Technology Workshop and shared his experience. This only the 
5th workshop. Brian presented on the cultural effects of technology in A.A. Members from remote communities shared on challenges of online 
meetings, and the effects those meetings have on them. Meeting folks in person meant a great deal to those remote attendees. 

Contributions Treasurer, Sharron S., Including Presentation of  2nd and 3rd Quarter 2019 Contributions Reports: Sharron describes the 
contribution process. Answered questions related to online contributions. The Area contributions are up 42% compared to this time last year. 
Makes an amendment to the printed report: numbers were correct, but the graphs had a couple issues.

FORO Presentation, Jacobo M.: The 41st Hispanic FORO will be held Sunday, November 3, 2019, in Cudahy. Six (6) Spanish Districts are planning 
and participating in the event. There will be workshop roundtables with numerous topics to discuss. Expenses are covered for rent and food. 
Areas 05, 07, 08, 42 and 93 are participating as well. Address is 4805 Clara St., Cudahy CA 90201, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Good and Welfare Announcements:

• Westside Combined Districts’ Annual Love and Service Festival is scheduled Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 1-4 p.m. Since it’s close to 
Halloween costumes are encouraged. Located at the Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club. 
• District 2 is hosting the November ACM. 
• District 14 is having a Saturday Matinee featuring the film, Bill W., on November 9, 2019, in Downey

Motion to Adjourn:
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting, closing with the Responsibility Pledge in Spanish and English at 4:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug S. 
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A.A. AREA 05 – SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

Saturday – November 16, 2019
La Canada Congregational Church 

1200 Foothill Blvd. 
La Canada, CA 91011 

Host: District 2

Call to Order
Area Chairperson, Zoraida R., called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. The meeting opened with one minute of silent meditation followed by the 
Serenity Prayer. 

Reading of the Declaration of Unity and Acknowledgements
Declaration of Unity was read in English by Armando, District Registrar for District 30
Declaration of Unity was read in Spanish by Miguel M., Audio Visual Chair

A.A. Birthday celebrants having anniversary dates falling between September 22, 2019 through November 17, 2019 were recognized, applauded 
and serenaded.

Roll Call
Area Registrar, Nikki U., took roll of the Area Committee Members and additional trusted servants in attendance:

* These individuals serve in another area role (e.g. a Committee Chair that is also a GSR.)  So that they are not counted twice, there presence in 
this role is not being counted towards total attendance.

Approval of September 21, 2019 ACM Minutes and 2020 Area Calendar Area Secretary, Doug S., presented Minutes for the September 
21, 2019 Area Committee Meeting. Thanking the Translation Alt. Chair, Bill L., for his excellent work in translation. Motion to approve was 
seconded. The Minutes were approved. None opposed. 

The proposed 2020 Area Calendar was initially presented at the October 2019 Assembly and emailed to the Area Committee early November. 
Motion to approve was seconded. The 2020 Area Calendar was approved. None opposed. Final approval will occur at the January, 25, 2020 
Assembly.

Approval of ACM Agenda Area Chairperson Zoraida R., presented the November 16, 2019 ACM Agenda. Motion was made and seconded to 
approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed with none opposed.

DCMC and DCM Reports: 

Dayna D., DCM District 10, Los Angeles and Wilshire Corridor, reported: Not much to report since the last meetings. We have only 
one (1) active GSR. There are active meetings though most don’t have active GSRs. I’m working with the GSR to visit meetings and recruit new 
GSRs.

Total Voting Non-
Voting

Secondary 
Role*

General Service Representatives 0 0 0 0
Alternate General Service Representatives 0 0 0 0
District Committee Members 9 8 0 1
Alternate District Committee Members 5 3 2 0
District Committee Member Chairs 2 2 0 0
Alternate District Committee Member Chairs 0 0 0 0
Committee Chairs 10 6 0 4
Alternate Committee Chairs 7 4 3 0
Area Officers 7 7 0 0
Past Delegates 5 5 0 0
Visitors 0 10 0
Subtotal 55 35 15 5
Adjustment for Individuals Serving in Multiple 
Roles*

-5

Total Attendance 50
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Sandra C., DCMC Westside Combined Districts, reported: Thanked Area Officers and Past Delegates for visiting their meetings. She 
invited others to attend and support. The Love and Service event went very well. Had great support and turnout. Costumes people wore were 
wonderful. Thanked folks that attended. Committees had tables. The manager from LA Central Office attended as well. District 19 was inactive 
and have a potential GSR from that District. Held GSR orientation at all their meetings. Future plans: Idea of supporting the individual Districts 
– masking sure they have the time to support GSRs, visit inactive meetings, etc.

Nancy H., DCM for District 30, Ontario, Upland, Pomona, Claremont, La Verne, Alta Loma, Rancho Cucamonga, Chino and 
Diamond Bar, reported: We’ve been busy in the District. Thanked Zoraida for visiting and sharing on her experience in General Service. 
Successfully hosted the Area Fall Assembly on October 20th. Thanked those that supported the event. Hosted and participated in the 3rd Legacy 
meeting November 9th, presented Concept IX, Leadership in A.A. Hosting a 4th Step Workshop on December 7, 2019. Location is First 
Methodist Church 262 N. Euclid Ave., Upland. Please come join us! Looking forward to her second year as DCM.

Damon D., DCM District 36, West Los Angeles, Ohio Ave., reported: We currently have 10 meetings in their District at Ohio Street, 
West LA. Five (5) of those meetings have GSRs. They’re working to get GSRs from the other meetings.

Jim, DCM District 2, La Cañada, La Crescenta, Montrose and Sunland, reported: Jim welcomed everyone to District 2 today (host 
District). They developed some newcomer packets they use at the local meetings. Used literature leftover from the Registrar. 

Faith B., DCM District 18, Whittier, La Habra, La Mirada, Hacienda Heights, reported: Grateful to attend. She works at Central 
Office in Orange County, so normally unable to attend ACMs. Hosted the Pre-conference Workshop Day 1. They held a picnic, hosted their 
annual pancake breakfast, process of doing their budget for 2020, and have new ideas for next year. Faith is also the Web Master for Area 5. We’ve 
developed a texting system. Need your permission to include you – ‘Opt In.’ This would include reminders of Area meetings. Please submit your 
completed ‘opt in’ form. 

Antonio M., Alt. DCM District 34, San Dimas, Pomona, La Verne, Glendora, Ontario, Montclaire, Claremont, Chino, reported: 
Visiting the District’s groups. On October 26th we had Unity event with Central Office. We continue motivating GSRs to attend events, PRAASA 
and others. A few GSRs have registered for next year’s PRAASA.

Luis M., DCM District 35, Alt. DCM Guadalupe S., San Gabriel East, Azusa, Baldwin Park, El Monte and Whittier, reported: We 
have 19 Groups including one Woman’s Group. We have a Steering Meeting 1st weekend of month. The 2nd and last weekend we have GSR 
meetings. The 3rd Monday of month they study Service Manual.  Visit 2 groups per week. Made contributions: to Area 05 $50 & $300 for the 
year to G.S.O.. Everyone is invited to District Anniversary later today. We will commemorate Dr. Bob’s passing tonight.

Julio B., DCM District 49, LA East, Lincoln Heights, Bell/Cudahy, Montebello and Pico Rivera, reported: We visit three (3) groups 
per week. On October 27 we attended CIH. Visited Grupo California, 10/28 visited Grupo Julio, the  41st Foro, visited Grupo La Salud, the 
Steering Committee meeting, and Grupo Espirita, on 11/9 had the GSR meeting. CIH business meeting pending on whether they will keep 
supporting the 4 Committees Event or just doing every District individually. Received a letter from District 35 about the 4th Edition of Spanish 
language Big Book. We forwarded the letter to Delegate. Attended Table 14 at Foro, and the topic was the General Service Convention. 
Supported other tables, too. Great experience to see our GSRs and the Alternates. Thanks for joining. On December 22nd we’re holding a 
General Service workshop at Grupo Nuevo Vida. 

Juario, representing District 50, Glendale, Altadena, Pasadena, Eagle Rock, Highland Park, Lincoln Heights, El Sereno, 
reported: Good morning everybody. We visit 2 groups per month. Have Steering Committee Meeting the 2nd and last Monday of month. Our 
GSR meeting is the 2nd and last Saturday of month. Our District has 10 Groups. Attended CIH and the 41st Foro. We encourage GSRs to attend 
PRAASA and the International Convention in Detroit in 2020. 

Dave L., Alt. DCM of District 9, Downtown LA, Echo Park, Silverlake, reported: We added a couple GSRs from the Café Tropical. 
We’re continuing outreach to meetings. 

Jenny P., DCM District 13, Alhambra, Arcadia, Bradbury, Duarte, El Monte, Monrovia, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, 
South El Monte, Sierra Madre and Temple City,  reported: There’s lots going on. The Temple City Alano Club, which hosts over 20 
meetings per week, including Spanish language meetings. Because they lost their lease individual meetings need to find new locations. Three (3) 
meetings moved to 9416 meeting hall. They are now part of that consolidated group. They have a GSR and Alt. They’re busy at that location. 
They have people showing up to become GSRs. Planning a DCM road show, she’s visiting meetings. The meeting list is convoluted – outdated – 
trying to clean up that list. Had visits from Thomas B., G&P, Miguel AV, David M. Literature chairs. Don’t have Alternates for any of the Officer 
positions. Very busy people that travel for work and can’t join their District meeting.

Mataji B., Alt. DCM, District 3, Altadena, Highland Park, Pasadena, S. Pasadena, San Marino, reported: I’m the Alternate standing 
in for Jamie W. Attendance is strong at our monthly District meeting. We have about 20 people attending regularly. On average we have two (2) 
new GSRs per month. We have a new treasurer since the other one moved. Send out email list. Nikki came out to discuss zoning for their 
District. Getting things cleaned up. 

David M., DCM District 43, West Hollywood, Fairfax, Beverly Hills, reported: District 43 is an active member of Westside Combined 
Districts. Regular hold meetings there. We have on average 11 GSRs which is encouraging. As Service commitments turnover in the meetings 
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they are being replaced by new people. Our District is supporting District 39/40 with some of their initiatives. Holding a 4th and 5th Step 
Workshop on December 7th in the Pacific Palisades from (12:30-3:30) at the Women’s Club. We have two (2) members going to International 
Convention in Detroit next year.

Lionel G., Alt. DCMC for Hollywood Combined Districts (9, 10, 26, 56, 58), reported: We elected a new Secretary and Alt. DCMC. 
People aren’t showing up to honor their commitments. Get a lot of new GSRs every meeting – need to retain them. Recent past they discussed 
creating FaceBook page: Decided not to move forward with that project.

Deborah C., DCM for District 6, Brentwood, West LA, reported: We have an interesting District. Mainly in the Brentwood area. There 
are about 20 meetings with only 4 or 5 that are active. Others are very quiet. Very grateful we have a GSR at the VA center – a resident. We do a 
lot of activities combined with District 36 since they’re adjacent. 

Discuss Time Change to GSR Orientation:  Zoraida opened the floor for comments whether GSRs thought the time change to 8 a.m. was 
a good idea or not. GSR Orientation started at 8 a.m at the last Assembly. All those that spoke were in favor of the change. Would prefer having 
indoors especially if weather is cold or rainy. Lauren A., Alt. Delegate, indicates there were approximately 15 people in attendance. Please get the 
word out. She believes attendance will grow once more people are aware.

New Business:

Motion to hold 2020 Area Meetings at Westminster Presbyterian Church at Pasadena, Accounts Treasurer: Brian P.: 

Motion: ‘Hold all Area Assemblies, Area Committee Meetings, and Steering Committee Meetings for the year 2020 only at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena on a temporary and experimental basis for the purpose of temporarily lowering expenditures in order to help 
recover our prudent reserve to a healthy margin above our lower cash limit. This is not meant to become a permanent change.  The purpose of 
the experiment is to discover whether this could be a viable contingency plan that can be used to reduce Area expenses at times when such 
reductions are necessary.’ 

The motion was seconded. Printed copies of the motion and background in both English and Spanish were distributed to the Assembly.

Background: The Area has negotiated with the Westminster Presbyterian Church to host all of our Area Assemblies, Area Committee Meetings 
and Steering Committee meetings for the year 2020 for a total price of $2,220.00. The downside of changing our meetings to a fixed location for 
the year 2020 is that it would not allow us to spread our presence around the Area as is our traditionally. The upside is the ability for us to stay 
within budget for meeting rent and increase our prudent reserve. The upside is greatly needed right now due to our financial position.  The 
downside is why this is being proposed only as a temporary measure.

The Chairperson, Zoraida R., opened for questions: Does the Church provide WiFi? Chairperson will investigate. Concerns about holding in same 
location rather than different locations across the Area. Is there a deposit required? Requires full payment by December 1, 2019. Can we store our 
equipment there? Zoraida will investigate. 

Opened for discussion: Ability to get host Districts people there to support. Storing the Area supplies and equipment there will greatly ease things. 
Pre-payment would go in the budget as an advance and would be covered in 2020 budget. District 3 offered to store the Area supplies between 
Area meetings (i.e. coffee urns, etc.).
 
Move to a vote: A member raised a concern that some Area servants hold two voting positions simultaneously. For example, a Committee Chair 
and DCM position. Their vote counts only once. The issue raised is: can their alternate DCM, for example, vote for the DCM position while the 
person holding two positions votes for their Committee Chair role? Lots of discussion occurred. 

Is that clear in our Guidelines and Policies? Some comments were not captured by the audio recording so I was unable to document. 

The Area Registrar attempted to clarify, since she’s responsible for knowing who is eligible, what’s the correct procedure to honor the respective 
Alternate’s vote(s). 

The Area Chair took a “sense of the room.” If the Chair or DCM (example) has a double role, can their Alt. Chair or Alt. DCM vote? The 
discussion continued, “which Alternate gets to vote?” Whom gets to decide which one gets to vote? Does the person wearing two hats decide 
which position they are voting as (e.g. Committee Chair or DCM)? Seems a bit murky.

Motion: In the case a person in the Area Committee represents two voting positions, that person chooses to represent one of those positions, 
and allows the Alternate of one of those positions to vote.

Count: 19 in favor with 10 opposed. The “Sense of the room” requires 2/3rd majority. Motion failed. The Chair overrides the vote & decides that 
the one person affected by this motion, can vote after all.

Thomas S., Delegate, suggests we clarify the issue with respect to a person representing two positions (e.g. DCM & Committee Chair). Lot of 
discussion and numerous were not recorded since people did not go to the microphone.
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Motion on Area Meetings for 2020 held at Westminster Presbyterian Church location in Pasadena was restated: Motion passed. Minority opinion heard. No one 
from the majority voted to reconsider.

Delegate’s Report: Delegate Thomas S. introduces himself in English and Spanish, reported and advised that: Earlier we heard the Chair 
mentioned the lovely Delegate, then changed to the lovely Alternate. Thomas wanted to remind everyone both are lovely. (laughter). Thomas 
announced the birth of his first granddaughter occurred September 12, 2019. He’s quite proud. 

The Delegate is leaving on a 10 day trip tomorrow. He will be at the G.S.O. in New York  on Monday and will present the service piece “Patient 
Brokering” which he was directed to rewrite at the October Assembly. Thomas emailed that to the G.S.O. Committee on Literature. He will 
report back at the January 2020 Assembly. 

Normally, while in New York City, he goes to the Theatre District to watch live theater. Pacific Regional Trustee called a conference call that 
evening so he will miss the Theatre options. 

The second night of that trip, will speak at a meeting in New York, the Atlantic Group, which is a sister group to Pacific Group. His experience, 
strength and hope includes General Service. The second leg of his trip is in Boston. Plans to spend time with his niece, his brother’s daughter, 
which is the brother that just passed away. She serves as the Dean of Students at Harvard Law School. Last leg of his trip will be in Providence 
RI, where he will share with Mary’s daughter, at an Area Committee Meeting.

Thomas maintains an active schedule. Consumed with A.A. and the V.A. He will contact Districts for proposed dates as hosts of our Delegate 
Report Back events in preparation for 2020.

Area 44 is norther New Jersey, submitted a recommendation, which did not come through Conference Mail Person. Came from Jeff, whom is the 
Delegate in Area 44. Thomas reads the recommendation, and requests feedback prior to the January 2020 Assembly: ‘To achieve parity and 
emphasis the inherent equality of both communities, that the Grapevine Conference Committee be renamed to the Grapevine and La Vina 
Conference Committee.’ Background: in the past few years several Advisory Actions have been adopted by the G.S.C. to achieve parity between 
the Grapevine magazine for the English speaking community, and La Vina for the Spanish speaking community. In 2010 a Conference Advisory 
Action stated that La Vina achieve spiritual parity of Grapevine by updating format and ensuring the content and substance, be primary 
importance. This is not a proposed Conference Agenda Item. However Area 44 is soliciting our (Area 05’s) feedback due to the large Spanish 
speaking Districts in Area 5.

Many of the Proposed Agenda Conference items for 70th G.S.C. are out. Not final yet. They will become final (or not) following the first G.S. 
Board weekend meeting in 2020. However, at our January assembly, the proposed items, particularly those that have relevance to Area 05, Thomas 
will include those in his Delegate’s report at the January Assembly.

Also from G.S.O., received an email from CPC Desk, which is headed by Diana L., who’s from Area 05: Dear A.A. Friends, we need your help. 
Several CPC Chairpersons has expressed interest in an annual CPC workshop for U.S. and Canada. They want to know if there’s a  broader 
interest to have this conference. There are three (3) questions: 1. How often does your Committee hosts a CPC conference or workshop intended 
for A.A. members? 2. Do you see a need for an annual CPC workshop for U.S. and Canada? 3. Would your Committee be interested in hosting the 
event? Thomas is requesting feedback before the January 25, 2020 Assembly. Those interested can respond directly to CPC desk. 

Very important: Your Fellowship, your Conference, your G.S.O. at Work; my home group has A.S.L. available. May not be aware this effort is 
underway, however, announcement: Big Book of A.A. is now in DVD form for A.S.L. That brings the total of English plus translations to 72 - 
carrying the message. That can be ordered online. 

Update: The G.S.O. has been modernizing office business systems to a single platform. This recent upgrade has caused some delay in manual 
processing of some 6000 contributions each month. We regret this delay and are working to resolve A.S.A.P. Incidentally, contributions are up 
and so are literature sales. Even though you’re not able to make them online – mail them in! 

If you’re wondering where our Delegate gets his information, he recently received Kathy’s (Pacific Regional Trustee) report from the October/
November board weekend. Also received Board Trustee’s Committee report. Highlights from A.A.W.S., gets the bulletin ‘About A.A.’ and Box 
459. He used to wonder where Thomas B. got all his information that he’s sharing with us (The Area). 

He has a list of all Staff Positions as of July, 2019, from New York in English and Spanish. Thomas has a list and you can get a copy from him. 
Though, next time he sees you he will ask, “who’s so & so??” Need you to do your job!

Rick W., is the Pacific Region’s Correspondence staff person who relates to your particular committee position. Many people use acronyms, and 
most of our literature has them. We use them all the time. Do you know what they mean? Thomas has attempted to make a practice to use the 
full words so people become familiar with the acronyms of the words. 

In conclusion, I want to particularly, as is his custom, to thank his Alt. Delegate for the service she performs for our Area behind the scenes. She 
makes Thomas look good! He also leverages Past Delegates for this experience. Not every Area in NA Conference uses our Past Delegates.

Food Costs & Expenses: Sam P., Alt. Finance Chair, reports: ACM food cost today is $200.00. Food Kitty collection $214.00
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Unfinished Business:  Motion to Approve Revised 2020 Budget,  Alt. Finance Committee Chair: Sam P., Reviewed the “revised 
proposed 2020 Budget” which is balanced at $53,000.00. Motion was seconded by Sharron S., Contributions Treasurer. The revised budget was 
presented at the October 2019 Area Assembly by the Finance Committee Chair.
The Area Chair opened floor for questions on the proposed Budget. Vote was taken to accept the budget as presented. Motion passed. None 
opposed.
Panel 69 Officers’ Reports:
Alt. Delegate, Lauren A., reported: Attended District 14 event the documentary film, “Bill W.” Couldn’t go to Central Office Intergroup 
today since she’s here at the ACM. Lauren has a phone call with Pacific Region regarding the International Convention Hospitality Suite. It’s a 
large room and looking for volunteers to support. Will visiting District 13 in December and Combined Hollywood Districts in January. She’s 
available to visit Districts – just need to ask! Thanked Thomas S. for his hard work, the other Officers for their support, and those participants in 
the Budget process.  
Secretary, Doug S., reported: Visited District 33 meeting October 26th and explained about my role as Secretary. Attended the Foro event 
November 3rd. As Secretary, I produce the minutes from the Assembly and ACM meetings. Listens to the audio recordings and transcribed that, 
updates the Area calendar, and works with Translation Committee to get the minutes translated into Spanish. Full audio is available upon request.

Accounts Treasurer, Brian P., reported and approval of 2nd & 3rd Quarter Financial Reports: Brian made a motion to accept the 2nd 
quarter report as presented. Vote taken and was approved. None opposed. Made a motion to accept the 3rd quarter report as presented. Vote 
taken and was approved. None opposed. Reports: Attend the District 14 event and the Spanish Foro. Wishes everyone Happy Holidays!

Contributions Treasurer, Sharron S., reported & Approval of 2nd & 3rd Quarter Contributions Reports: Brian made a motion to 
accept the 2nd quarter report as presented. Vote taken and was approved. None opposed. Made a motion to accept the 3rd quarter report as 
presented. Vote taken and was approved. None opposed. Been involved on the West side. Available to visit any groups or Districts. Thanked the 
Web Site Committee for their work in support of online contributions. Looking into another financial tool to increase efficiency. 

Registrar, Nikki U., reported:  Does not currently have access to G.S.O. database any longer due to the ‘modernization’ project. Planning to 
establish her own database to track new/updates to GSR’s. Working on the mapping program. Developing new maps for each District. Ongoing 
effort. After participating in Election Assemblies Areas 8 and 9 she has new ideas to improve/conduct Area 05’s election in October 2020. Nikki 
has new forms that should be used when changes occur to the Group or GSR. The Registrars should have access to G.S.O. database sometime 
early 2020 – no specific date provided. Those DCM’s that want to get “New GSR Kits” to the folks, they can download the pdf versions of those 
pamphlets to distribute to their new GSRs or Alternates.

Chairperson, Zoraida R., reported: The Chairperson thanked Juan M., Joe & Jacobo for translation since our paid interpreters are not here 
today. She thanked Past Delegates for their help and support. She was not at the last ACM in September (9/21) since she attended the National 
A.A. Technology Workshop (NAATW). It was an amazing experience! Lots of information on remote communities. They shared two (2) web sites 
for online meetings (e-aa.org or aa-intergroup.org) in case you’re away from meetings. There are online Intergroups (Chats). One of her favorite 
session was “Cultural Effects of Technology in A.A.” Visited District 30 event, and attended District 14’s event where she shared at their event. 
Watched the “Bill W.” documentary. Attended Westside Combined District’s Love and Service event. And the Foro which was a great event. 
Thanked Jamie W., DCM of District 3, hosted a bingo night for a recovery center. 

We have a new Public Information (PI) Chair, Carlos G., who is a Past Delegate from Guatemala. Area 5’s new PI Alt. Nancy H., she’s also the 
District 30 DCM. Looking for Interpretation  Committee Alt. Chair. And looking for a Spanish Speaking DCM to liaison for the 4 Area DCM 
Sharing Session. There’s a call for stories for A.A. for the Older Alcoholics. December 7th is the 4th Hispanic Woman’s Workshop. One last thing, 
she received a text from Jeff W. last week. He had celebrated his sobriety anniversary and was reflecting on his past year. Area 05’s Unity Forum 
was a highlight of his year. He wanted to thank Area 05 and all those that participated.

District Hosting Opportunities - 2020 ACM’s & Assemblies, Chair, Zoraida R.: Districts to host various ACMs and Assemblies. She has 
received a few bids and other District agreed to host: 

Assembly: Winter: Hollywood Combined District Assembly (January 25), Spring: District 30 (May 17), Summer: District 33 and CIH (July 25), Fall 
Election: District 14 (October 18). 
 
ACM’s: Winter: District 30 (February 24), Spring: District 3 (June 27); Summer: Hollywood Combined Districts (August 16), and Fall: Westside 
Combined District (November 14)

Presentation on LEADERSHIP IN A.A.: EVER A VITAL NEED, Literature Chair, David M.): Thanked Zoraida for the opportunity to 
step up and talk a little bit about leadership in A.A. All of his remarks are taken from Bill W.’s great article in Concept IX in the A.A. Service 
Manual. It’s also a 1959 Grapevine article that made it into ‘Language of the Heart’. David encourages everyone to read the article. And Bill talks 
about the important role sponsors take when working with newcomers.

Bill W. says we need leaders in A.A. We are a society and no society functions without leadership. We, as alcoholics, are people of extremes. We 
have expectations about the qualities people should have. On one hand we demand we function without personalities. That they abide by 
principles only. That these leads not takes personal deviation from the strict follow of our Traditions and Concepts. On the other hand we expect 
them to be preeminent planners, to have crystal clear judgement at all times. Bill notes that no one ever has what we expect them to have. They 
fall somewhere between as we’ve seen today. 
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We’ve learned in a Group how to listen to one another, where we have genuine difference of opinions. “Our deaders do not drive by mandate. 
They lead by example.” We ask they act for us but don’t boss us. (Interesting!) Why is leadership so important?” We need leadership at all levels. A 
G.S.R. is a leader in the meeting. In that he or she is trying to communicate the message from General Service to the meeting, even though, many 
times, they do not want to hear what they really need to hear. How do they pull that off without some form of leadership? Leadership is essential.

Bill also notes that good leadership can be here today and could gone tomorrow. None of us are going to be professionals at this. We’re here for a 
limited amount of time in the roles we play. For fun and for free. Conveying others the need for effective leaderships, being developed for future 
generations of General Service volunteers. Do what we can, even when we think we don’t know what we’re doing. We may not possess the 
strengths that others may have. As Literature Chair, he was able to delegate to someone that wrote the motion we heard earlier on patient 
brokering. 

The rest of Bill’s article talks about important characteristics of a leader. We shall be in continual need of these attributes: tolerance, flexibility, 
responsibility and vision. Principles of leadership are the same whatever the size of the operation. Those aren’t the same as David would pick. 
Leadership is often called upon to face heavy criticism. This is the acid test of leadership: Can you face criticism? He further talks about where it 
comes from. And to always pay attention to the criticism that comes to you. Listen for the truth. It’s noted that even the prideful and angry can 
be right, and that humble and calm can be wrong. (interesting).  Therein lies flexibility; the ability to change your mind. 

David’s first sponsor once told him the worst thing you can say in recovery is, “That’s just how I am!” And the best thing you can say is, “ I’ve 
changed my mind.” Adopt new ideas even if they came from unexpected quarters. Should not compromise on our principles. Leaders have to 
show up. We can pretend to care, but we can’t pretend to show up. Showing up is the first part of leadership. Our Districts cease to exist is no one 
shows up. They’re concepts on a map . If District Committee Members and Chairs show up. If General Service Representatives show up we have 
a District. We have communication.  

Vision. We had some vision today. We had questions about vision. Vision requires us to reach beyond the day at a time philosophy, which we must 
do when we budget. Budgeting and General Service work goes beyond one day at a time. That may work in early recovery and my personal 
emotional life. We must be able to implement a vision. To see where we will be in one year or several years. 

It's a great article, and we don’t have time to read it before our round tables. Leadership is necessary if we’re going to make the Responsibility 
Pledge really happen. If we want A.A. to be there in the future, we have to be leaders to encourage others to join us on the spiritual path. Thank 
you!

Roundtable Discussions – Leadership in A.A.
1. Is leadership important for the future of A.A.? Why?
2. Who is a leader in A.A.?
3. How do I set a positive leadership example in A.A.?

Roundtable Report Backs: The Chair called the meeting back to order for report backs to the ACM at 1:05 p.m. Roundtable report backs 
were completed at 1:25 p.m.
The Area Chair shared the Spanish Districts wrote a letter in support of the creation of the 4th Edition of the Spanish Language Big Book. 
Something we will be discussing at the January 2020 Assembly. If your GSRs are not getting their GSR Kits please let our Delegate know. Since 
he’ll be at the General Service Office in New York next week, he can speak with the membership desk to discuss the challenges of getting those 
to our Area’s GSRs.

Good and Welfare Announcements:

• District 33 is celebrating their 41st  anniversary on November 24 from 2 - 5 p.m. at 3123 Walton Ave. Los Angeles. There will be 
speakers and food. Everyone is invited.  

• Web Master announced the need for text “Opt In” forms. She is collecting those. Email system is converting from aascaa.org to 
area05aa.org. Please update your literature and email addresses to use the new domain. 

• WACYPAA: January 2 - 5 downtown Los Angeles. Please announce at your meetings. 

• Thomas S. – want to commend the Chair for a uniquely designed Area Committee Meeting (ACM), and David M.’s report on 
Leadership.  

• Brian P. - GSR Kits can be found on aa.org – GSR section. There’s a link to the content of that tool kit.  

Motion to Adjourn:
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting, closing with the Responsibility Pledge in Spanish and English at 1:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Doug S. 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A.A. AREA 05 - SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AREA WINTER ASSEMBLY AGENDA 

Saturday – January 25, 2020
Westminster Presbyterian Church

1757 North Lake Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104

Host: Hollywood Combined Districts

 8:00 New GSR Orientation
AA Meeting (Meeting Chair, Dist. 18 Secretary, Valerie G.) 
Breakfast, Fellowship & Registration 

 9:00 Welcome and Opening Comments
 9:05 Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Meetings 
10:00 Call-to-Order

2 Minutes Silent Meditation, Serenity Prayer 
AA Birthdays (October 21-January 25)
The Twelve Concepts (Short Form) - Spanish and English 

10:15 Roll Call (Registrar, Nikki U.) 
10:30 Introduction of new General Service Representatives and Alternates
10:35 Approval of the January 25th Assembly Agenda (Chair, Zoraida R.) – Includes ACM 
Report Back

Approval of October 20th Assembly Minutes & 2020 Area Calendar (Secretary, Doug S.)
10:45 Unfinished Business

Vote on ACM Approved - Revised 2020 Budget (Finance Chair, Nadine S.) 
11:10 New Business    

Motion to Clarify Voting for Alternate Chairs, DCM’s, and DCMC’s (Registrar, Nikki U.)
11:45 Pacific Region Alcoholics Anonymous Service Assembly Presentation (District 3 
DCM, Interpretation Committee Chair, Jamie W.)
11:50 4th Hispanic Women’s Workshop Report Back 
12:00 Lunch - Announcement of Estimated Cost for Breakfast & Lunch (Finance Chair, Nadine S.)
1:00 Delegate’s Report (Thomas S.)
1:40 Officer Reports: 

Alternate Delegate, Including Audit Subcommittee Report (Lauren A.)
Secretary (Doug S.) 
Registrar (Nikki U.)
Accounts Treasurer, Including Presentation of 2019 4th Quarter Financial Report (Brian P.)
Contributions Treasurer, Including Presentation of 2019 4th Quarter Contributions Report 

    (Sharron S.)
Chairperson (Zoraida R.)

2:15 Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Reports
3:05 Round Tables
  Standing & Ad Hoc Committee Chairs and Alternates

New GSR and Alternate GSR (Alternate Delegate, Lauren A.)
Returning GSR and Alternate GSR 
DCM, DCMC and Alternates 

3:35 Round Table Report Backs
3:55 Good and Welfare Announcements
4:00 Closing: Moment of Silence and the Responsibility Statement (English & Spanish)

24


